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MEDIA RELEASE

New ‘Centre for Hunger Relief’ to provide over six million meals
for Western Australians in need by 2019

Foodbank, the state’s largest hunger relief organisation, today celebrated the official opening
of a new warehouse located at Perth Airport.

The newly named “Centre for Hunger Relief’ has already begun to provide much needed food
resources to welfare agencies across the state and currently supplies around 60 per cent of
food relief distributed throughout Western Australia. Last year alone Foodbank WA supplied
more than four million meals to individuals and families and the charity anticipates this amount
will rise to more than 6.6 million meals by 2019.

The centre is launching with the backing of major local supporters, including the State
Government of Western Australia, BHP Billiton, Lotterywest and Perth Airport. They have all
provided funding to what is now one of the largest Foodbank warehouses across the country, at
four times the size of the charity’s former premises.

Colin Barnett, MLA, Premier of Western Australia, says, “The State Government, through the
Department for Communities and Lotterywest, has been proud to support Foodbank WA’s 2030
Infrastructure Program with a $12.3 million investment. Foodbank WA does a tremendous job in
providing the majority of food now distributed by the welfare sector. It has really led the way
in this area and gone from strength to strength in creating a massive logistical network to
ensure food gets delivered to locations around the State.”

The new location will also act as a hub of food security and nutritional information with the
addition of a dedicated education and training centre. Combined with a commercial kitchen,
and productive garden, this new space will support and raise awareness of the charity’s various
programs dedicated to the nutritional health of adults, children and at-risk-youth.

Greg Hebble, CEO of Foodbank WA, says, “Here at Foodbank we understand that creating food
security involves more than feeding people. So while we are currently supplying food to over
51,000 people and families a month, we are also working to expand our education programs so
that we can help more people build their knowledge around shopping, budgeting and cooking
so they are better equipped to take care of themselves and their children.”

With welfare agencies in WA currently unable to assist as many as 9,000 people each month,
Foodbank WA’s new facility will allow the charity to rescue, receive, buy, store and even make
more food than ever before to meet the community’s growing need.
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In launching the new facility BHP Billiton Iron Ore President, Jimmy Wilson, said the company
was proud to invest A$3.5 million into the Foodbank WA facility.

“We are extremely pleased to be able to help organisations like Foodbank WA make a
difference in the lives of Western Australians in need. Our commitment to this impressive new
warehouse and our continuous support through various health and education programs enables
Foodbank WA to provide food relief while leaving a lasting legacy to many people across our
state,” Mr Wilson said.

With the opening of the new ‘Centre for Hunger Relief” at Perth Airport, Foodbank now has the
capacity to better support the welfare sector, securing more food and helping feed more WA

families in need long into the future.

For further information visit www.foodbankwa.org.au

- ENDS -

About Foodbank
Foodbank is Australia’s largest food relief organisation, providing 40 million meals a year to
over 2,800 charities and 970 schools around the country.

Hunger is a hidden crisis in Australia with over two million Australians, or 1 in 10, seeking food
relief at some point each year. Half of those in need are children. The annual Foodbank Hunger
Report highlights that it’s not just the homeless and unemployed who are doing it tough but
low income families including single parents. Also at risk are the elderly, people with a
disability, refugees and people of Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islander descent.

Foodbank works with over 700 partners who contribute food and groceries including farmers,
wholesalers, manufacturers and retailers. Donations include stock that’s out of specification,
close to expiry, has incorrect labelling or damaged packaging, is excess to requirements or
from slow moving or deleted lines. Foodbank is also able to call on food industry assistance for
special donations of essential items at times of emergencies and disasters such as bush fires
and floods.

Foodbank also collaborates with suppliers, manufacturers and transporters in an innovative
initiative called the ‘Key Staples Program’, to ensure there are supplies of essential food items
in our warehouses every day. In this program, food manufacturers produce the products we
need using spare production capacity. Suppliers donate or subsidise the ingredients, packaging
and delivery of the products to spread the commitment and enhance the sustainability of the
program.
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