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7 Electrical Competency

7.1 Competency

Personnel must meet the below criteria or be under the direct supervision (within visual and audible contact) of a person who has the 
competency in the task to be undertaken. 

If personnel are instructed in a task, they must be provided with adequate supervision, by a skilled person to enable them to avoid 
danger of that task.  This also includes new to industry electrical workers, where the level of supervision shall be assigned based on 
the table in Appendix 3 – level of supervision to task.  The competency of the electrical worker shall be demonstrated before broad 
supervision applied. Where this type of instruction is to be undertaken, a risk assessment must be performed and the person under 
instruction must have the hazards present explained. Approval for this type of work is to be provided by the Qualified Electrical 
Engineer (SEE) or his or her authorised delegate, e.g. Electrical Leading Hand, Electrician, Shift supervisor.

In order to be considered for authorisation the applicant must submit the relevant application form to the Qualified Electrical Engineer or 
his or her authorised delegate with all supporting documentation. The applicant must not perform any electrical work until they have 
received an authorisation letter signed from the Qualified Electrical Engineer or his or her authorised delegate, examples of these forms 
are contained in the appendix of this document.
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Appendix 2: Competency Training Needs Analysis
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Qualified
Electrical
Engineer
Electrical
Engineer

Specialist
Engineer

* SEE * SEE * SEE

Electrical
Supervisor

* SEE

High Voltage * SEE 6
Months

12
Months

Electrical
Permit
Holder/Verifi

Low Voltage * SEE

Extra Low
Voltage

* SEE * SEE * SEE

Electrical
Technician

* SEE * SEE * SEE * SEE * SEE * SEE

Fibre Optics/
Data

* SEE

Auto
Electrical * SEE

Refrigeration
/
Air-
conditioning

* SEE * SEE

Special/
Other * SEE * SEE * SEE * SEE * SEE * SEE * SEE * SEE * SEE

Overhead
Line Worker

* SEE * SEE

Cable
Repairers

Electrical
Control
Systems -
software and
coding

* SEE

Apprentice/
Trades
Assistant

* SEE * SEE * SEE
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Appendix 3: Electrical Apprentice / Trades Assistant Supervision

Appendix Table 2: Electrical Apprentice/ Trades Assistant Supervision
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Contractors X SEE SEE D D

EXCEPTIONS

New Installations – not connected to an electrical
supply D D G  X

Maintenance – of installations and equipment
supplied at low voltage D D G  X

Workshop Electrical Tasks – of installations and
equipment supplied at low voltage D D G  X

Commissioning and Statutory Inspections –
installations and equipment supplied at low voltage X D (1) D (1) D (1) X

Alterations, Additions or Repair – to an existing
installations and equipment supplied at low voltage X D (1) D (1) G (1) X

Isolation – of an installation and equipment
supplied at extra low voltage X D G  X

Isolation – of an installation and equipment
supplied at low voltage, using a field Visual Break
Isolator (VBI) or Local Control Station (LCS)

X D G G X

Isolation – of an installation and equipment
supplied at low voltage, requiring verification with
an electrical test instrument

X X X D X

Power Restoration – of an installation and
equipment supplied at low voltage X X X D X

Energise Electrical Testing - of an installation
and equipment supplied at low voltage X X X D (1) X

Switching – of an installation and equipment
supplied at high voltage X X X D (2) X

Permit Holder – of an installation and equipment
supplied at high voltage X X X X X

Power Restoration – of an installation and
equipment supplied at high voltage X X X X X

Supervision of others - while preforming a high-
risk task X X X X X

Safety observer X X   

X Prohibited

D Direct Supervision

G General Supervision

SEE At the discretion of the Electrical Statutory Engineer

 Broad Supervision

(1) Direct Supervision with an Authorised Electrician
countersigning documents

(2)
Direct Supervision after completing the required HV

training as detailed in the HV competency and an
Authorised Electrician must countersigning documents
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