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Disclaimer and limitations 
Objectivity 
The views and conclusions expressed in this Report are those of BHP. No association was consulted on BHP’s approach or provided with BHP’s assessment 
or proposed outcomes prior to finalisation of this Report. BHP has sought (with KPMG’s input) to provide a balanced and fair summary of the policy and 
advocacy positions of each association included in the scope of our review, but we recognise that the nature of a review of policy and advocacy positions 
in any area of public debate necessarily involves interpretation, judgement and opinion.
We have also not undertaken any verification of the public information regarding any of the associations referred to in this Report and BHP makes no 
representation regarding the accuracy of any such information, including the information regarding their advocacy positions as contained in Appendix A.

Evidence-based review
The review is based on publicly available information. The review could not, and therefore did not, encompass or take into account information which 
may have been discussed ‘behind closed doors’, or subsequently amended after the review period. BHP did not separately verify the publicly available 
information on which the review was based. 
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The purpose of this Report is to provide the 
outcomes of our review of policy alignment 
between BHP and our material association 
memberships in relation to climate change.
We join, and remain members of, industry associations 
that we believe can help achieve better outcomes on public 
policy, practice and/or standards.

We also believe that we can have a positive impact on standards 
and advocacy working with and within industry associations.

Our 2023 industry association review focused on 
15 association memberships we consider to be material. 
Of these, we found:

•	 10 were aligned with our August 2020 Global Climate 
Policy Standards.

•	 Five had some, non-material misalignment: the Canadian 
Chamber of Commerce (CCC), Minerals Council of Australia 
(MCA), New South Wales Minerals Council (NSWMC), 
Queensland Resources Council (QRC) and United States 
Chamber of Commerce (US Chamber). In relation to:

	– CCC, MCA and US Chamber, our view is that we  
derive sufficient benefit from our membership of  
these associations. Accordingly, and consistent with 
our principles for participating in industry associations, 
we have determined to remain a member of the CCC, 
MCA and US Chamber, while actively encouraging 
these associations to address the identified areas 
of misalignment.

	– NSWMC, we will remain a member conditional on the 
association confirming its policy agenda to support the 
achievement of a reliable, affordable and zero emissions 
electricity grid.

	– QRC, we have decided to resume full membership 
given that the reason for our suspension in October 
2020 has been resolved and given the benefits 
derived from membership. We will also encourage 
the association to address the area of misalignment 
identified by this review.

•	 None had material misalignment with our August 2020 
Global Climate Policy Standards.

Future action 
In February 2023, we engaged with investors and other 
stakeholders on possible further improvements we could make 
to our industry association review approach. Based on the 
feedback we received, we will be increasing the frequency 
of our industry association reviews to every two years. In the 
intervening years, we will publish (as relevant) an update on 
the progress we have made in addressing identified areas 
of misalignment and any relevant findings from our real 
time monitoring.

Governance 
This Report has been approved by the BHP Board.

Executive Summary

https://www.bhp.com/-/media/documents/ourapproach/operatingwithintegrity/industryassociations/200814_globalclimatepolicystandards---aug20.pdf?la=en
https://www.bhp.com/-/media/documents/ourapproach/operatingwithintegrity/industryassociations/200814_globalclimatepolicystandards---aug20.pdf?la=en
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Scope of the review
Our 2023 industry association review considered the climate 
policy advocacy of in-scope associations in the period 
January 2020 to February 2023. Fifteen industry associations 
(see Appendix A) were in scope for the review on the basis 
that they met at least one of the following two ‘materiality’ 
criteria as at July 2022:

•	 our base membership fee in 2022 was equal to or greater 
than US$100,000; and/or

•	 there is significant stakeholder interest in the advocacy of 
the association (as determined by whether the association 
was listed on InfluenceMap’s ranking of industry associations). 

Methodology 
Assessing alignment and acting 
on material misalignment 
We used the following three-step approach to assess 
the climate policy advocacy of our material associations: 

•	 We commissioned an external party (KPMG) to collect 
publicly available information on the associations’ advocacy 
(e.g., from association websites, government consultation 
processes, news reports and social media).

•	 We assessed the extent to which the advocacy aligned 
with our August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards. 
This assessment considered both the formal position 
statements of industry associations and their day-to-day 
advocacy, and focused primarily on advocacy of direct 
relevance to the mining sector. In determining whether an 
identified misalignment was material or not, we considered: 

	– the nature of the identified misalignment (e.g., does 
it relate to a fundamental difference over principle or 
outcomes? Or is it more of a practical disagreement 
over the best way to achieve a shared goal?);

	– the nature of the relevant policy issue (e.g., how crucial 
is the issue in terms of enabling the achievement of the 
aims of the Paris Agreement?); and

	– the consistency and trajectory of association advocacy 
(e.g., does the identified misalignment fit within a broader 
pattern of association advocacy, or does it appear to be 
more of a one-off? Has the advocacy of the association 
in relation to the identified misalignment improved 
over time?). 

•	 For those industry associations that were found to 
have some, non-material, misalignment, we made a 
determination of what actions we would take to address 
the identified misalignment (having regard to BHP’s 
principles for participating in industry associations). 

Position on the Paris Agreement 
One of our guiding principles for participating in industry 
associations is that the policy advocacy of an industry 
association should reflect the views of its membership. 
On issues where no broad industry consensus exists, 
we believe associations should refrain from advocacy.

As a consequence, we generally do not view the absence  
of an association position on an element of our August 2020 
Global Climate Policy Standards as representing, by itself, 
sufficient evidence that a misalignment exists (given such 
‘silence’ could reflect a lack of consensus amongst the 
association’s membership).

The only exception relates to the Paris Agreement. Given the 
centrality of the Paris Agreement to the global effort to address 
climate change, we consider the absence of a position on 
the Paris Agreement to represent a material misalignment. 

Our approach

https://ca100.influencemap.org/Industry-Associations
https://www.bhp.com/-/media/documents/ourapproach/operatingwithintegrity/industryassociations/200814_globalclimatepolicystandards---aug20.pdf?la=en
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Findings and outcomes

Alignment
Applying the methodology outlined above, we found that, 
of the 15 material industry associations, there was:

•	 alignment with 10 industry associations;

•	 some, non-material misalignment with five industry 
associations, being CCC, MCA, NSWMC, QRC and the 
US Chamber; and 

•	 no material misalignment. 

Appendix A provides further detail on our findings. 

Actions on non-material misalignment
In determining what actions to take regarding our membership 
of the five associations where there was non-material 
misalignment, we have been guided by the nature of the 
misalignment and the benefits of membership. 

Given these factors, we have decided to remain members 
of the CCC and MCA. We will actively encourage these 
associations to address the areas of misalignment identified. 

In relation to the US Chamber, our 2019 industry association 
review found two material differences (relating to greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions reduction targets and carbon pricing). 
The US Chamber has largely addressed these differences by 
committing to work with the Biden Administration in pursuit 
of its new 2030 emissions reduction target, and by publicly 
shifting its posture in favour of carbon pricing. Given this, 
and our view of the benefits of membership, we will remain 
a member and actively encourage the US Chamber to 
address areas of misalignment.

In relation to the NSWMC, our 2019 industry association 
review found one material difference (relating to balancing 
the energy trilemma). Given there is some similarity between 
this material difference and one of the areas of misalignment 
found as part of our 2023 review, and our view that we derive 
benefit from our membership of NSWMC, we have determined 
that we will remain a member of NSWMC, although our ongoing 
membership is subject to the association confirming its policy 
agenda to support the achievement of a reliable, affordable 
and zero emissions electricity grid. 

Queensland Resources Council 
We suspended our membership of the QRC in October 2020. 
This followed a decision by the QRC to undertake advertising 
that specifically targeted the overall standing of one political 
party during the 2020 Queensland election campaign. 

As part of our 2023 industry association review, we considered:

•	 The QRC’s adherence to the Political Engagement Policy 
adopted by the QRC Board in February 2021. Based on 
our review of the QRC’s public commentary (including 
media releases, interviews and social media activity) 
from February 2021 to February 2023, it is our view that 
the QRC has adhered to its Political Engagement Policy. 

• Advocacy alignment. As we note above, our 2023 industry
association review found that there is some, non-material, 
misalignment between the climate policy advocacy of
the QRC and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy 
Standards. The identified area of misalignment related to 
one media release issued by the QRC and does not appear 
to form part of a broader pattern of advocacy.

• The benefits of QRC membership. The key drivers of the
value QRC offers include:

– Providing a consolidated industry voice to the Queensland
Government on matters of significance to the mining 
sector. In the past, this has included coordinating
how the sector and government could protect workers 
and the community during the COVID-19 pandemic.
More recently, the QRC has played a key role in advocating 
against the Queensland Government’s increase in
royalty rates that threaten the State’s attractiveness
as an investment destination, and engaging with the 
Queensland Government on the sector’s ongoing 
commitment to address sexual assault and sexual 
harassment in its workforce.

– Promoting the positive contribution that the mining
sector makes to Queensland, in terms of direct 
and indirect employment, procurement spend 
and payments to government. The QRC produces
an annual economic report, which underpins its 
promotional efforts in this regard.

– Supporting improved inclusion and diversity practices
in the Queensland mining sector. Most notably, the QRC
highlights and celebrates best practice through its 
QRC Indigenous Awards and Women in Mining and 
Resources Queensland.

– Addressing the skills crisis facing the mining sector. 
The QRC manages a partnership with the Queensland
Government (the Queensland Minerals and Energy 
Academy) that seeks to put ‘students onto pathways
into the resources sector and other science, technology, 
engineering and maths (STEM) industries’.

– Driving sector performance through its various technical
working groups. In the past, we found these working 
groups provided a cost-effective means of staying 
up-to-date on potential legislative/regulatory changes, 
as well as industry best practice.

Based on the above, we have determined to remove 
suspension of our membership effective 1 July 2023.

 

https://www.uschamber.com/environment/us-chamber-statement-biden-climate-goal
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/CBAM-principles.pdf
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/CBAM-principles.pdf
https://www.qrc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/FinalQRC-Political-Engagement-Policy_19.02.21.pdf
https://www.qrc.org.au/contributiontoqueensland/contributiondata/
https://www.qrc.org.au/policies/qrc-indigenous-awards/
https://womeninminingqueensland.com/about-us/
https://womeninminingqueensland.com/about-us/
https://qmea.org.au/about-us-2/
https://qmea.org.au/about-us-2/
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Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy
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Australian Industry Greenhouse Network

We have found there to be alignment between the climate policy advocacy of the Australian industry Greenhouse Network 
(AIGN) and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards.

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A network of ~20 Australian-based industry associations 
and corporations that see value in joint action on climate 
change to promote sustainable industry development.

Less than US$100,000 Board member

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements AIGN’s formal principles emphasise the significance of global action and the need for global agreement. 
AIGN has reflected these principles in its advocacy.

Paris Agreement 
goals 

AIGN has repeatedly expressed support for the aims of the Paris Agreement and has referred to these 
aims in setting the parameters of its advocacy.

Emissions 
reduction targets

AIGN has expressed support for the Australian Government’s emissions reduction targets and proposal 
to update these targets every five years. 

Least cost  
abatement

AIGN’s formal principles are focused on the delivery of ‘least cost, environmentally effective and equitable 
outcomes for Australia’. In line with these principles, AIGN has: engaged on the proposed reform of the 
Safeguard Mechanism; supported measures that accelerate the development of pre-commercial technology 
and nationally consistent policy approaches; and advocated in favour of allowing ‘access to genuine 
international units’.

Pre-commercial 
technology

AIGN’s formal principles emphasise the important role government can play in unlocking ‘first-of-a-kind’ 
technologies. AIGN has reflected these principles in its advocacy. 

Enabling the 
broader transition

AIGN has advocated in favour of integrated and transparent policy frameworks, the importance of 
taking into account different abatement capabilities between and within countries, and the pursuit 
of equitable outcomes.

Guiding principles 

Balanced AIGN’s advocacy appears to be balanced between upholding business competitiveness and highlighting 
the upside presented by the energy transition.

Fact-based AIGN’s advocacy generally appears to be fact-based and free of ambiguous terminology.

Focused AIGN generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate policy 
tensions. For example, AIGN previously expressed support for the use of Kyoto carryover credits, 
but does not appear to have done so during the review period.

Technology neutral AIGN generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://www.aign.net.au/documents/AIG2495_Annual%20Report_Online_FA.pdf
https://aign.net.au/documents/AIGN Climate Change Policy Principles.pdf
https://www.aign.net.au/documents/AIG2495_Annual%20Report_Online_FA.pdf
https://www.aign.net.au/documents/2021 AIGN Annual Report.pdf
https://www.aign.net.au/documents/AIG2495_Annual Report_Online_FA.pdf
https://consult.industry.gov.au/safeguard-mechanism-reform-consultation-paper/submission/view/194
https://consult.dcceew.gov.au/safeguard-mechanism-reform-consultation-paper/submission/view/232
https://www.aign.net.au/documents/Climate Change Bill 2022 AIGN Submission Rev1.pdf
https://www.climatechangeauthority.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-04/13. AIGN.pdf
https://www.aign.net.au/documents/Climate Change Bill 2022 AIGN Submission Rev1.pdf
https://aign.net.au/documents/AIGN Climate Change Policy Principles.pdf
https://consult.industry.gov.au/safeguard-mechanism-reform-consultation-paper/submission/view/194
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/Safeguardmechanism/Submissions
https://aign.net.au/documents/AIGN Media Release_LET_17092020.pdf
https://engage.vic.gov.au/climate-action-target-2035
https://www.climatechangeauthority.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-04/13. AIGN.pdf
https://www.climatechangeauthority.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-04/13. AIGN.pdf
https://aign.net.au/documents/AIGN Climate Change Policy Principles.pdf
https://aign.net.au/documents/AIGN Media Release_LET_17092020.pdf
https://consult.industry.gov.au/safeguard-mechanism-reform-consultation-paper/submission/view/194
https://aign.net.au/documents/AIGN Climate Change Policy Principles.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=d4776293-7437-4960-a629-ece5eb6316bd&subId=697737
https://aign.net.au/documents/AIGN Climate Change Policy Principles.pdf
https://www.climatechangeauthority.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-09/8 - ERF Review Submissions - Australian Industry Greenhouse Network .pdf
https://www.climatechangeauthority.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-09/8 - ERF Review Submissions - Australian Industry Greenhouse Network .pdf
https://www.climatechangeauthority.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-06/Updating advice submissions/051 - AIGN Submission_Redacted.pdf
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Business Council of Australia

We have found there to be alignment between the climate policy advocacy of the Business Council of Australia (BCA) 
and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards. 

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A national and multi-sector industry association. 
It has approximately 130 members. 

Less than US$100,000 Board member

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements BCA has advocated in favour of international climate cooperation, the Paris Agreement and Australia 
making a fair contribution to global efforts. 

Paris Agreement 
goals 

BCA has expressed support for the aims of the Paris Agreement and has proposed a policy agenda 
focused on achieving these aims.

Emissions 
reduction targets

BCA has advocated in favour of net zero by 2050, increasing the ambition of Australia’s 2030 target, 
and the Australian Government’s new Climate Change Act.

Least cost  
abatement

BCA has advocated in favour of least cost abatement, both in principle and in practice (including in 
relation to the Safeguard Mechanism). 

Pre-commercial 
technology

BCA recognises the importance of technology to drive emissions reduction and has advocated for 
governments to play a role in supporting pre-commercial technology. 

Enabling the 
broader transition

BCA has advocated for a regulatory framework that is predictable, technology neutral, adaptable and 
flexible, and for the transition to be proactively managed (both so Australia can take advantage of available 
opportunities and to address distributional impacts).

Guiding principles 

Balanced BCA’s advocacy on climate change appears to be underpinned by a recognition of both the opportunities 
that are available to Australia from the energy transition and the costs that face Australia from inaction.

Fact-based BCA’s advocacy generally appears to be fact-based and free of ambiguous terminology. 

Focused BCA generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate policy tensions. 
For example, BCA had argued in mid-2020 that Australia should aim to meet its targets without relying on 
Kyoto carryover credits. The association subsequently hardened its position against the use of such credits.

Technology neutral BCA generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://www.bca.com.au/joint_statement_brt_erti_bca_rcc_cmn
https://www.bca.com.au/joint_statement_australian_climate_roundtable_working_together_to_transition
https://www.bca.com.au/living_on_borrowed_time_australias_economic_future
https://www.bca.com.au/joint_statement_australian_climate_roundtable_working_together_to_transition
https://www.bca.com.au/achieving_a_net_zero_economy
https://www.bca.com.au/living_on_borrowed_time_australias_economic_future
https://www.bca.com.au/business_backs_bigger_2030_target_to_put_us_in_decarbonisation_box_seat
https://www.bca.com.au/certainty_will_let_businesses_drive_the_transition
https://www.bca.com.au/energy_and_climate_change
https://www.bca.com.au/achieving_a_net_zero_economy
https://www.bca.com.au/business_council_statement_on_safeguard_mechanism_design
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/Safeguardmechanism/Submissions
https://consult.industry.gov.au/safeguard-mechanism-reform-consultation-paper/submission/view/224
https://www.bca.com.au/energy_and_climate_change
https://www.bca.com.au/living_on_borrowed_time_australias_economic_future
https://www.bca.com.au/submission_to_the_technology_investment_roadmap_discussion_paper
https://www.bca.com.au/achieving_a_net_zero_economy
https://www.bca.com.au/joint_statement_brt_erti_bca_rcc_cmn
https://www.bca.com.au/living_on_borrowed_time_australias_economic_future
https://www.bca.com.au/time_to_end_kneejerk_energy_responses
https://www.bca.com.au/joint_statement_australian_climate_roundtable_working_together_to_transition
https://www.bca.com.au/achieving_a_net_zero_economy
https://www.bca.com.au/submission_to_the_technology_investment_roadmap_discussion_paper
https://www.bca.com.au/achieving_a_net_zero_economy
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Canadian Chamber of Commerce

We have found there to be some, non-material, misalignment between the climate policy advocacy of the Canadian 
Chamber of Commerce (CCC) and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards. 

While we welcome the CCC’s focus on achieving net zero emissions by 2050, we believe there is room for the CCC to 
strengthen its position on mandatory Scope 3 reporting and low to zero GHG emissions hydrogen production, and ensure  
it provides appropriate context on the future role of fossil fuels. 

On the whole, we believe we sufficiently benefit from our membership of the CCC to continue our membership at this point 
in time. In particular, we value the opportunities for sharing of best practice and supporting policy development presented 
through our involvement in the Net Zero Council established by the CCC. 

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A national and multi-sector industry association. 
It has over 200,000 members.

Less than US$100,000 None 

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements CCC has advocated for greater international cooperation on climate policy and commended the Canadian 
Government on its participation in COP26.

Paris Agreement 
goals 

CCC has described Canada’s net zero by 2050 goal as a ‘necessity’ and established a Net Zero Council 
to support ‘research and advocacy designed to advance Canada’s pathway to net-zero’.

Emissions 
reduction targets

CCC has recognised the important role governments play in setting targets and welcomed both the 
Canadian Net Zero Emissions Accountability Act and the 2030 Emissions Reduction Plan.

Least cost  
abatement

CCC has advocated for an ‘efficient and cost-effective approach to climate change’. This has included 
carbon pricing (and associated arrangements, such as border carbon adjustments) and a range of other 
fiscal and regulatory measures.

Pre-commercial 
technology

CCC has advocated for the Canadian Government to ‘accelerate Canada’s net zero transformation through 
supporting innovation, propelling clean tech projects, and growing zero emission technology manufacturing’.

Enabling the 
broader transition

CCC has advocated on the link between labour and decarbonisation, the economic potential 
presented by the circular economy, the need for a national adaptation strategy, measures to accelerate 
the electrification of the Canadian economy and the opportunity to expand Canada’s critical mineral-
related industries. 

In January 2022, CCC advocated that the Canadian Securities Administrators should not integrate Scope 
3 emissions ‘into disclosure requirements at this time’, on the basis that mandatory Scope 3 reporting 
is currently not practical for issuers. However, BHP is supportive of the concept of mandatory reporting 
of Scope 3 emissions, subject to any such requirement reflecting the inherent data limitations associated 
with calculating Scope 3 emissions.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://chamber.ca/the-good-the-bad-and-the-unknown-of-the-governments-climate-strategy/
https://chamber.ca/how-the-minister-of-environment-and-climate-change-can-support-a-sustainable-competitive-economic-future
https://chamber.ca/while-the-world-looked-to-glasgow-canadian-industry-was-busy-advancing-climate-change-solutions/
https://chamber.ca/news/2050-net-zero-target-the-easy-part-how-we-get-there-is-more-important-canadian-chamber-of-commerce/
https://chamber.ca/netzero
https://chamber.ca/news/as-canada-and-u-s-climate-goals-now-align-canada-has-new-opportunities-to-develop-a-complementary-path-to-net-zero/
https://chamber.ca/news/2050-net-zero-target-the-easy-part-how-we-get-there-is-more-important-canadian-chamber-of-commerce/
https://chamber.ca/news/canadas-2030-emissions-reduction-plan-more-questions-than-answers-says-canadian-chamber-of-commerce/
https://chamber.ca/news/2050-net-zero-target-the-easy-part-how-we-get-there-is-more-important-canadian-chamber-of-commerce/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/chamber-of-commerce-carbon-pricing-1.4946754
https://chamber.ca/news/carbon-tax-ruling-provides-policy-certainty-but-concerns-remain-about-the-competitiveness-of-canadian-businesses-canadian-chamber-of-commerce/
https://chamber.ca/the-good-the-bad-and-the-unknown-of-the-governments-climate-strategy/
https://chamber.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2022-01-31-CCC-Border-Carbon-Adjustments.pdf
https://chamber.ca/news/2050-net-zero-target-the-easy-part-how-we-get-there-is-more-important-canadian-chamber-of-commerce/
https:/chamber.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020PolicyResolutions.pdf
https://chamber.ca/news/canadas-2030-emissions-reduction-plan-more-questions-than-answers-says-canadian-chamber-of-commerce/
https://chamber.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Net-zero-Report_102022.pdf
https://chamber.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022-03-07-Canadian-Chamber-of-Commerce-Consultation-on-Draft-Tax-Proposals-for-Growing-Our-Net-zero-Economy-FINAL.pdf
https://chamber.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2022-06-20-CCC-RNNR-Fair-and-Equitable-Energy-Transformation.pdf
https://chamber.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Net-zero-Report_102022.pdf
https://chamber.ca/how-the-minister-of-environment-and-climate-change-can-support-a-sustainable-competitive-economic-future/
https://chamber.ca/how-the-minister-of-environment-and-climate-change-can-support-a-sustainable-competitive-economic-future/
https://chamber.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/2022-Policy-Resolutions.pdf
https://chamber.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Enhancing-Domestic-Critical-Mineral-Supply-Chains-2022-6.pdf
https://chamber.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Enhancing-Domestic-Critical-Mineral-Supply-Chains-2022-6.pdf
https://www.osc.ca/sites/default/files/2022-01/com_20220114_51-107_billedeaud.pdf
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Guiding principles 

Balanced CCC’s advocacy generally appears to be balanced between maintaining the competitiveness of Canadian 
businesses and highlighting the upside presented by the energy transition.

Fact-based CCC generally appears to be fact-based in its advocacy. However, at times, the association has used 
language on the future role of fossil fuels that lacks important context. For instance, in December 2020, 
CCC noted that ‘The demand for Canadian energy, including fossil fuels, remains high for the foreseeable 
future. The Canada Energy Regulator suggests that while coal and oil will decline in use while natural 
gas and renewable use rises, crude oil production still has the potential to see a 49% increase from 2018 
levels to 2040’. The association, does not, however, provide information on how this forecast could be 
affected if governments around the world adopted more ambitious climate policies (such as by noting the 
outputs of other comparable scenarios) or the technologies that would be required to help align 
the expected strong demand for fossil fuels with the aims of the Paris Agreement. 

In a recent submission to a consultation process on the Canadian Government’s proposed Clean 
Hydrogen Investment Tax Credit, CCC framed hydrogen derived from natural gas and biomass as one 
pathway for ‘clean hydrogen production’, without stipulating any requirement for such production to 
be coupled with carbon capture and storage. We believe CCC should be clearer on this point and the 
broader need to ensure future hydrogen production is aligned with national net zero by 2050 goals.

Focused CCC generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate policy tensions.

Technology neutral CCC generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://chamber.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020PolicyResolutions.pdf
https://chamber.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2023-01-06-Canadian-Chamber-of-Commerce-Consultation-on-the-Clean-Hydrogen-Investment-Tax-Credit.pdf
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Carbon Market Institute

We have found there to be alignment between the climate policy advocacy of the Carbon Market Institute (CMI) and BHP’s 
August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards.

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A national and multi-sector industry association. It has over 
140 members, drawn from all sides of Australia’s carbon market.

Less than US$100,000 None

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements CMI has advocated for international cooperation on carbon market development, both in principle 
and in practice.

Paris Agreement 
goals 

CMI’s policy statement maintains that Australia should adopt policies aligned with the ‘Paris Agreement 
goal to pursue limiting warming to 1.5°C’. CMI has reflected this position in its advocacy.

Emissions 
reduction targets

CMI has advocated (in principle and in practice) for Australia to set a goal of net zero ‘by or before 2050’ 
and to adopt more ambitious interim targets.

Least cost  
abatement

CMI’s policy statement maintains that Australia should ‘support economy-wide market mechanisms 
that provide a clear and long-term investment signal for economy-wide transformational emissions 
reductions. In line with this position, CMI has been a long and prominent advocate of reforming 
the Safeguard Mechanism.

Pre-commercial 
technology

CMI has advocated (in principle and in practice) for policy measures to support the development 
and deployment of technologies needed to enable decarbonisation.

Enabling the 
broader transition

CMI has advocated for the establishment of a ‘Just Transition agency or framework’, and the adoption 
of a mandatory and internationally aligned climate-risk disclosure framework.

Guiding principles 

Balanced CMI’s advocacy generally appears to be balanced between ‘help[ing] business manage risks and capitalise 
on opportunities in the transition to a net-zero emissions economy’.

Fact-based The CMI’s advocacy generally appears to be fact-based and free of ambiguous terminology.

Focused CMI generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate policy tensions. 

Technology neutral CMI generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2021/12/CMI-Advocacy-Policy-Positions-Updated-Dec-2021-004.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/2021/11/01/cop26-not-the-only-channel-to-watch-more-in-bumper-november-cmi-update/
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2021/12/CMI-Advocacy-Policy-Positions-Updated-Dec-2021-004.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2021/06/Technology-Investment-Roadmap-CMI-Submission.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2022/09/FINAL_Safeguard-Mechanism-Reform-Submission-1.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2021/12/CMI-Advocacy-Policy-Positions-Updated-Dec-2021-004.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/2021/10/25/cmi-welcomes-net-zero-agreement-calling-for-details-and-a-greater-2030-ambition/
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/2022/07/27/cmi-welcomes-legislated-targets-as-important-framework-for-ambition-accountability-investment/
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2021/12/CMI-Advocacy-Policy-Positions-Updated-Dec-2021-004.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2021/10/Discussion-Paper-Options-for-Transitioning-the-Safeguard-Mechanism-to-a-Baseline-and-Credit.pdf
https:/carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2022/06/Potential-futures-for-Australias-Safeguard-Mechanism.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2022/09/FINAL_Safeguard-Mechanism-Reform-Submission-1.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/2023/01/10/draft-safeguard-mechanism-rules-a-significant-step-forward-but-require-ambition-and-transparency/
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2023/02/Carbon-Market-Institute-submission-to-Senate-Inquiry-on-SMC-Bill.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2023/02/FINAL_Carbon-Market-Institute-submission_Draft-Safeguard-Rules.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2021/12/CMI-Advocacy-Policy-Positions-Updated-Dec-2021-004.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2021/06/CMI-Position-Statement-Expert-Panel-King-Review.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2021/12/CMI-Advocacy-Policy-Positions-Updated-Dec-2021-004.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2021/12/CMI-Advocacy-Policy-Positions-Updated-Dec-2021-004.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2023/02/Carbon-Market-Institute_TSY-consultation_climate-related-financial-disclosure-framework.pdf
https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/app/uploads/2021/12/CMI-Advocacy-Policy-Positions-Updated-Dec-2021-004.pdf
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Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia 

We have found there to be alignment between the climate policy advocacy of the Chamber of Minerals and Energy 
of Western Australia (CME) and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards.

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A state-based and sector-specific industry association.  
It has over 180 members.

US$500,000–US$1 million Board member

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements CME’s position statement provides that ‘climate change is a global challenge requiring coordinated 
action at international, national and sub-national levels’ and provides an explicit endorsement of the 
Paris Agreement.

Paris Agreement 
goals 

CME’s position statement supports the aims of the Paris Agreement and the goal of net zero by 2050. 
In line with this position, CME has contributed to the development of climate policies, supported efforts 
to expand the production of critical minerals, and promoted the activities being taken by its members 
to reduce GHG emissions. 

Emissions 
reduction targets

CME has advocated that Australia ‘must actively contribute’ to the aims of the Paris Agreement and 
welcomed both the net zero by 2050 goals of the Australian and Western Australian governments.

Least cost  
abatement

CME’s position statement highlights the importance of national coordination, policy stability, transparent 
price signals, the promotion of lowest cost abatement, and providing appropriate consideration to the 
competitiveness of trade exposed industries. In line with these positions, CME has advocated on various 
climate policies and related issues.

Pre-commercial 
technology

CME has advocated (in principle and in practice) for policies that support the development and deployment 
of technologies required to reduce emissions. 

Enabling the 
broader transition

CME’s position statement highlights the importance of a ‘sustainable development approach to climate 
policy’ and ‘ensur[ing] a just transition for those affected by change’. CME has also supported efforts by 
the Australian and West Australian Government to expand the production of critical minerals in the State.

Guiding principles 

Balanced CME’s advocacy generally appears to be balanced between pushing for ‘practical, competitiveness 
and sustainable’ policy settings, and recognising both the need for, and opportunities presented 
by, decarbonisation.

Fact-based The CME’s advocacy generally appears to be fact-based and free of ambiguous terminology. 

Focused CME generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate policy tensions. 

Technology neutral CME generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://www.cmewa.com.au/policy-advocacy/policy-areas/climate-change/
https://www.cmewa.com.au/policy-advocacy/policy-areas/climate-change/
https://consult.industry.gov.au/safeguard-mechanism-reform-consultation-paper/submission/view/163
https://www.cmewa.com.au/reports/toward-competitive-clean-hydrogen/
https://www.cmewa.com.au/media-release/articles/cme-welcomes-critical-minerals-development-funding/
https://www.cmewa.com.au/media-release/articles/cme-welcomes-future-battery-taskforce-announcement/
https://www.cmewa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2022-23-pre-Budget-submission-to-WA-Treasury.pdf
https://www.cmewa.com.au/safer-smarter-cleaner/cleaner/
https://www.cmewa.com.au/policy-advocacy/policy-areas/climate-change/
https://www.cmewa.com.au/discovery/articles/from-the-ceos-desk-5/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-01-25/wa-carbon-emissions-target-legislated-what-it-means/101888058
https://www.cmewa.com.au/policy-advocacy/policy-areas/climate-change/
https://consult.industry.gov.au/safeguard-mechanism-reform-consultation-paper/submission/view/163
https://www.cmewa.com.au/reports/toward-competitive-clean-hydrogen/
https://epbcactreview.environment.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/ANON-K57V-XGCN-W - Minerals Council of Australia.pdf
https://www.cmewa.com.au/discovery/articles/cme-farewells-bronwyn-bell/
https://www.cmewa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/CME-Renewable-Hydrogen-Target-submission.pdf
https://www.cmewa.com.au/policy-advocacy/policy-areas/climate-change/
https://www.cmewa.com.au/reports/toward-competitive-clean-hydrogen/
https://www.cmewa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022-23-pre-Budget-letter-of-support.pdf
https://www.cmewa.com.au/policy-advocacy/policy-areas/climate-change/
https://www.cmewa.com.au/cme-welcomes-critical-minerals-development-funding/
https://www.cmewa.com.au/cme-welcomes-future-battery-taskforce-announcement/
https://www.cmewa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2022-23-pre-Budget-submission-to-WA-Treasury.pdf
https://consult.industry.gov.au/safeguard-mechanism-reform-consultation-paper/submission/view/163
https://consult.industry.gov.au/safeguard-mechanism-reform-consultation-paper/submission/view/163
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Confederation of British Industry 

We have found there to be alignment between the climate policy advocacy of the Confederation of British Industry (CBI) 
and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards. 

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A national and multi-sector industry association. 
It has over 190,000 members.

Less than US$100,000 None 

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements CBI has advocated in support of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) process 
and the Paris Agreement, and for the United Kingdom to play an active role in ‘rais[ing] global ambitions’ 
as host of COP26.

Paris Agreement 
goals 

CBI has advocated in favour of ‘limiting the average global temperature rise to 1.5°C’ and the goal of net 
zero by 2050. CBI has also advocated for business to accelerate their decarbonisation plans, and launched 
campaigns on how the British Government and industry can achieve the aims of the Paris Agreement.

Emissions 
reduction targets

CBI has advocated for the British Government to set a net zero by 2050 target and welcomed the British 
Government’s revised 2030 target.

Least cost  
abatement

CBI has advocated for policies that are transparent, predictable, based on cost/benefit analysis and are 
market-based (including carbon pricing).

Pre-commercial 
technology

CBI has emphasised the important role government can play in helping to scale-up and commercialise 
technology and advocated for policies in line with this position.

Enabling the 
broader transition

CBI has highlighted the need to deliver a ‘just and fair transition’, and participated in the development 
of a ‘set of core principles of fairness’ to guide how ‘government and business can best work together 
to support our transition to a carbon neutral economy’.

Guiding principles 

Balanced CBI has stated that the ‘costs of not acting on climate change are significantly larger than transitioning 
to net zero’. The association’s climate policy advocacy is largely centred on how the United Kingdom 
and British businesses can best take advantage of the opportunities presented by decarbonisation. 

Fact-based The CBI’s advocacy generally appears to be fact-based and free of ambiguous terminology.

Focused CBI generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate policy tensions. 

Technology neutral CBI generally adopts an ‘all of the above’ approach in terms of the technologies required to achieve 
the aims of the Paris Agreement. 

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://www.cbi.org.uk/media-centre/articles/cbi-responds-to-climate-change-committee-report-on-cop26/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media-centre/articles/cbi-tuc-and-green-groups-call-on-government-to-implement-glasgow-climate-pact/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/articles/the-world-has-no-room-for-failure/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media-centre/articles/cbi-tuc-and-green-groups-call-on-government-to-implement-glasgow-climate-pact/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/articles/net-zero-why-firms-must-act-now/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/what-we-do/seize-the-moment/a-decarbonised-economy/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/what-we-do/seize-the-moment/a-decarbonised-economy/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/articles/international-action-on-climate-change/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media-centre/articles/cbi-responds-to-announcement-of-uk-s-paris-agreement-nationally-determined-contribution/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media/3716/cbi-low-carbon-2020s-report-4-november-2019.pdf
https://www.cbi.org.uk/articles/the-net-zero-review-and-implications-for-policy/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media/6937/cbi-green-recovery-roadmap-embargoed-0001-hrs-mon-14-june-21.pdf
https://www.cbi.org.uk/what-we-do/seize-the-moment/a-decarbonised-economy/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/articles/launch-of-government-plan-for-a-green-industrial-revolution/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media/3716/cbi-low-carbon-2020s-report-4-november-2019.pdf
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media/6937/cbi-green-recovery-roadmap-embargoed-0001-hrs-mon-14-june-21.pdf
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media/4896/cbi-covid-19-netzero-recovery-principles.pdf
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media/5912/a-just-transition-to-net-zero-the-fairness-principles-final.pdf
https://www.cbi.org.uk/articles/the-net-zero-review-and-implications-for-policy/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/our-campaigns/race-to-zero-delivering-the-uk-s-sustainable-future/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media-centre/articles/chancellor-s-spring-statement-must-be-the-time-to-act-or-economy-will-drift-back-to-low-growth-cbi-chief/
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Consejo Minero 

We have found there to be alignment between the climate policy advocacy of Consejo Minero and BHP’s August 2020 
Global Climate Policy Standards. 

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A national and sector-specific industry association. 
It has ~20 members.

US$500,000 – US$1 million Board member

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements Consejo Minero recognises that ‘climate change is a global challenge that must be understood and 
addressed by all society agents’ and supports ‘the implementation of a binding global agreement 
on climate change’.

Paris Agreement 
goals 

Consejo Minero supports ‘the implementation of a binding global agreement on climate change’, 
including specifically the Paris Agreement. It has also emphasised the mining sector’s commitment 
to helping Chile fulfil its objective of carbon neutrality by 2050.

Emissions 
reduction targets

Consejo Minero has: advocated in favour of including Chile’s carbon neutrality by 2050 goal in the 
country’s Climate Change Framework Law; emphasised the mining sector’s commitment to helping 
Chile fulfil its 2030 emissions reduction targets; and actively contributed to the development of Chile’s 
National Mining Policy.

Least cost  
abatement

Consejo Minero’s policy principles highlight the importance of cost effectiveness, minimising impacts 
on vulnerable sections of the community, and market-based instruments. In line with this principles, 
Consejo Minero has engaged on various climate policies. 

Pre-commercial 
technology

Consejo Minero’s policy principles highlight the importance of ‘renewable resources and other low-emission 
technologies’, and the association participated heavily in the development of the National Mining Policy, 
which includes (among other things) a goal to accelerate the deployment of zero emission fleets.

Enabling the 
broader transition

Consejo Minero has endorsed the ‘implementation of climate change adaptation measures in the 
communities located around the operations’ and frequently highlights the role the Chilean mining 
sector can play in supplying the minerals needed to enable the global shift to a low-carbon economy.

Guiding principles 

Balanced Consejo Minero generally appears balanced in its climate advocacy. The association notes the challenges 
the mining sector will face in decarbonising its operations, while also highlighting the considerable 
opportunities presented to the mining sector by the global shift to a low-carbon economy. 

Fact-based Consejo Minero’s advocacy generally appears to be fact-based and free of ambiguous terminology.

Focused Consejo Minero generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate 
policy tensions. 

Technology neutral Consejo Minero generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://consejominero.cl/en/about-us/principles-on-climate-change/
https://consejominero.cl/en/about-us/principles-on-climate-change/
https://consejominero.cl/areas-de-trabajo/energia-y-cambio-climatico/
https://consejominero.cl/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/observaciones-CM-al-pdl-marco-de-CC.pdf
https://consejominero.cl/areas-de-trabajo/energia-y-cambio-climatico/
https://www.politicanacionalminera.cl/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/MINING_2050_NATIONAL_MINING_POLICY.pdf
https://consejominero.cl/en/about-us/principles-on-climate-change/
https://consejominero.cl/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/observaciones-CM-al-pdl-marco-de-CC.pdf
https://www.politicanacionalminera.cl/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/MINING_2050_NATIONAL_MINING_POLICY.pdf
https://consejominero.cl/prensa/cm-destaca-rol-que-jugaran-las-energias-renovables-en-el-cumplimiento-de-las-metas-de-reduccion-de-carbono/
https://consejominero.cl/en/about-us/principles-on-climate-change/
https://www.politicanacionalminera.cl/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/MINING_2050_NATIONAL_MINING_POLICY.pdf
https://consejominero.cl/en/about-us/principles-on-climate-change/
https://consejominero.cl/prensa/cm-aborda-los-desafios-del-sector-minero-en-2022/
https://consejominero.cl/prensa/el-rol-clave-de-la-mineria-para-la-transicion-energetica/
https://consejominero.cl/prensa/consejo-minero-presenta-ante-la-comision-de-medio-ambiente-de-la-convencion-constitucional/
https://consejominero.cl/prensa/cm-destaca-rol-que-jugaran-las-energias-renovables-en-el-cumplimiento-de-las-metas-de-reduccion-de-carbono/
https://consejominero.cl/prensa/cm-aborda-los-desafios-del-sector-minero-en-2022/
https://consejominero.cl/prensa/el-rol-clave-de-la-mineria-para-la-transicion-energetica/
https://consejominero.cl/prensa/consejo-minero-presenta-ante-la-comision-de-medio-ambiente-de-la-convencion-constitucional/
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International Copper Association 

We have found there to be alignment between the climate policy advocacy of the International Copper Association (ICA) 
and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards. 

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A global and commodity-specific industry association. 
It has around 30 members.

US$2.5 million – US$5 million Board member

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements ICA has expressed support for the UNFCCC process and highlighted that broad collaboration will be 
required to achieve the aims of the Paris Agreement. ICA also highlights and supports the contribution 
of the copper industry to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

Paris Agreement 
goals 

ICA has emphasised the need to achieve the aims of the Paris Agreement and the role the copper industry 
can play in enabling the low-carbon transition. In line with these positions, ICA has commissioned research 
on decarbonising copper mining and collaborated with key stakeholders to help implement China’s dual 
carbon targets. 

Emissions 
reduction targets

As a global association, ICA has tended not to comment on the emissions reduction targets of individual 
countries. The key exception is the European hub of ICA, which has expressed support for ‘the EU’s climate 
ambitions for 2030 and 2050’.

Least cost  
abatement

ICA has advocated for a range of measures aimed at supporting least cost abatement, at the global 
and regional levels. 

Pre-commercial 
technology

ICA has highlighted the essential role of copper in underpinning the technologies required to decarbonise 
the global economy. On a regional level, ICA has supported policies aimed at bolstering innovation in the 
copper value chain. 

Enabling the 
broader transition

ICA has highlighted the need to address energy poverty and electrical safety as part of the EU’s broader 
push to ensure a safe and inclusive transition. ICA also promotes the Copper Mark, which is used to 
demonstrate the copper industry’s contribution to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals’.

Guiding principles 

Balanced ICA’s advocacy generally appears to be balanced between upholding the competitiveness of the copper 
industry and highlighting the upside presented by the energy transition.

Fact-based ICA’s advocacy generally appears to be fact-based and free of ambiguous terminology. 

Focused ICA generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate policy tensions. 

Technology neutral ICA generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://copperalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/ICA-AnnualReport2021-Final-Single.pdf
https://copperalliance.org/resource/breaking-the-silos-cooperation-across-industries-is-needed-to-address-climate-change/
https://copperalliance.org/sustainable-copper/un-sdgs/
https://copperalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/ICA-IR-IndustryGrid-202202-R2.pdf
https://copperalliance.org/resource/on-copper-mining-misconceptions-2/
https://copperalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Emissions-Copper-Mine-of-the-Future-Report.pdf
https://copper.com.au/news/commodity/tackling-copper-material-movement-on-road-to-zero/
https://copperalliance.org/resource/the-international-copper-association-ica-aids-implementation-of-chinas-dual-carbon-targets/
https://copperalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/ECI-position-on-the-revision-of-the-EU-Emission-Trading-System-Nov-2021-1.pdf
https://copperalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/ICA-IR-Transportation-202202-R3.pdf
https://copperalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/ICA-IR-IndustryGrid-202202-R2.pdf
https://copperalliance.org/resource/on-copper-demand/
https://copperalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/ECI-position-on-the-revision-of-the-EU-Emission-Trading-System-Nov-2021-1.pdf
https://copperalliance.org/resource/call-to-eu-leaders-eugreenrecovery-to-restart-europe/
https://copperalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/ICA-AnnualReport2021-Final-Single.pdf
https://copperalliance.org/resource/on-copper-demand/
https://copperalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Emissions-Copper-Mine-of-the-Future-Report.pdf
https://copper.org/advocacy/policy-position/
https://copperalliance.org/regional-hubs/europe/just-transition/
https://copperalliance.org/policy-focus/health-safety/copper-mark/
https://copper.org/advocacy/policy-position/
https://copperalliance.org/resource/on-copper-demand/
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International Council on Mining and Metals 

We have found there to be alignment between the climate policy advocacy of the International Council on Mining and Metals 
(ICMM) and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards.

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A global and sector-specific industry association. 
It has around 30 company members. 

US$1 million – US$2.5 million Board member

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements ICMM’s position statement recognises ‘the need for an urgent global response to the threat of climate 
change, across all areas of society and the economy’. 

Paris Agreement 
goals 

ICMM’s position statement recognises ‘the need to support the goals of the Paris Agreement’. The members 
of ICMM have also collectively committed ‘to a goal of net zero Scope 1 and 2 greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions by 2050 or sooner’.

Emissions 
reduction targets

As a global association, ICMM has tended not to comment on the emissions reduction targets of 
individual countries.

Least cost  
abatement

ICMM’s position statement highlights the importance of technology neutral and market-based approaches, 
and broad-based, predictable and long-term carbon pricing. 

Pre-commercial 
technology

ICMM supports efforts to promote innovation and the development and deployment of low emissions 
technology. ICMM has been acting on this position largely though its Innovation for Cleaner, Safer 
Vehicles initiative. 

Enabling the 
broader transition

ICMM’s position statement highlights the importance climate-related disclosures, the circular economy 
and working with communities on adaptation. 

Through its Skills for our Common Future initiative, ICMM is partnering with others ‘to develop the tools 
and resources to help [communities] secure their futures in an increasingly automated, climate-stressed 
and unpredictable world’.

ICMM is a signatory of the Paris Peace Forum’s call to action on the responsible sourcing and production 
of critical minerals, and has recently highlighted the actions the mining industry can and should take to 
uphold human rights during the energy transition. 

Guiding principles 

Balanced ICMM frequently highlights the longstanding commitment of the mining and metals industry to sustainable 
development, and the fundamental role the industry has to play in addressing climate change’.

Fact-based ICMM’s advocacy generally appears to be fact-based and free of ambiguous terminology. 

Focused ICMM generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate policy tensions. 

Technology neutral ICMM generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/our-principles/position-statements/climate-change
https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/our-principles/position-statements/climate-change
https://www.icmm.com/website/publications/pdfs/mining-principles/net-zero-by-2050_en-gb.pdf
https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/our-principles/position-statements/climate-change
https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/our-principles/position-statements/climate-change
https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/news/2020/icsv-update
https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/case-studies/2022/innovation/accelerating-implementation-of-zero-emission-vehicles
https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/our-principles/position-statements/climate-change
https://www.icmm.com/website/publications/pdfs/mining-principles/sap-22-24.pdf
https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/news/2022/paris-peace-forum-responsible-critical-minerals-sector
https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/stories/2022/achieving-a-just-transition-human-rights-justice-equity
https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/news/2021/newsletter-nov-2021
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Minerals Council of Australia 

We have found there to be some, non-material, misalignment between the climate policy advocacy of the Minerals Council 
of Australia (MCA) and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards. 

We appreciate MCA’s engagement on major policy issues like the Safeguard Mechanism. However, the association has, 
at times, undertaken advocacy that does not appear to have been appropriately focused (such as commenting on the 
draft European Union Sustainable Financing Taxonomy) or given appropriate context to the future role of fossil fuels. 

On the whole, we believe we sufficiently benefit from our membership of MCA to continue with membership at this point 
in time. In particular, we value the association’s: work in driving the Climate Action Plan and Towards Sustainable Mining 
accountability framework; focus on maintaining the competitiveness of the Australian mining sector in an increasingly 
challenging domestic and international economic context; and role in helping the mining industry and the broader community 
navigate the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A national and sector-specific industry association. 
It has around 120 full and associate members. 

US$1 million – US$2.5 million Board member

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements MCA has recognised the need for global action and Australia’s participation in global agreements – 
both in principle and in practice.

Paris Agreement 
goals 

MCA has confirmed ‘the industry’s ambition to achieve net zero emissions by 2050 in support of the 
goals of the Paris Agreement’. In line with this position, the MCA has: developed and maintained its 
Climate Action Plan; commenced implementation of the Towards Sustainable Mining framework; 
contributed to the development of various climate policies and supported efforts to expand the 
production of critical minerals in Australia. 

Emissions 
reduction targets

MCA has welcomed the previous Australian Government’s net zero by 2050 target and the current 
Australian Government’s Climate Change Act and legislated target of reducing GHG emissions by 
43% on 2005 levels by 2030. 

Least cost  
abatement

MCA’s position statement highlights the importance of pursuing least cost abatement, market-based 
policy measures, policy certainty and investments in low emission technologies. In line with these positions, 
the MCA has advocated on various climate policies and related issues. 

Pre-commercial 
technology

MCA has advocated in favour of policies that support the development and deployment of pre-commercial 
technologies – both in principle and in practice.

Enabling the 
broader transition

MCA has supported a range of measures to expand the production of critical minerals in Australia. 

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://www.minerals.org.au/energy-and-climate-change
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/government-commitment-net-zero-ensure-policy-stability-and-certainty
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/aus-uk-fta-support-transition-net-zero-emissions
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/mca-confirms-2050-ambition-net-zero-emissions
https://www.minerals.org.au/sites/default/files/MCA Climate Action Plan_22_June_20.pdf
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/australian-minerals-sector-takes-accountability-new-level
https://minerals.org.au/resources/government-discussion-paper-reinforces-technology-as-central-to-emissions-reduction/
https://www.minerals.org.au/sites/default/files/Submission - Minerals Council of Australia_FINAL.pdf
https://minerals.org.au/resources/a-sensible-measured-approach-to-delivering-real-emission-reductions/
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/low-emissions-tech-development-key-emissions-reduction
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/australia-ready-make-most-growing-critical-minerals-demand
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/australia%E2%80%99s-critical-minerals-drive-usas-ev-battery-program
https://minerals.org.au/resources/global-resources-strategy-to-support-industry-as-a-reliable-exporter-of-critical-minerals/
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/government-commitment-net-zero-ensure-policy-stability-and-certainty
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/climate-bill-provides-certainty-targets-only-achieved-working-together
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/climate-bill-provides-certainty-targets-only-achieved-working-together
https://www.minerals.org.au/energy-and-climate-change
https://minerals.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/MCA-pre-Budget-submission-2023-24-FINAL.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/Safeguardmechanism/Submissions
https://www.minerals.org.au/sites/default/files/Submission - Minerals Council of Australia_FINAL.pdf
https://www.minerals.org.au/sites/default/files/MCA Climate Action Plan_Progress Report 2022.pdf
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/climate-bill-provides-certainty-targets-only-achieved-working-together
https://treasury.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-03/258735_minerals_council_of_australia.pdf
https://epbcactreview.environment.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/ANON-K57V-XGCN-W - Minerals Council of Australia.pdf
https://minerals.org.au/resources/arenas-expanded-mandate-to-benefit-australias-decarbonisation-efforts/
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/low-emissions-tech-development-key-emissions-reduction
https://www.minerals.org.au/sites/default/files/MCA Technology Roadmap submission - 21 June 2020.pdf
https://www.minerals.org.au/energy-and-climate-change
https://www.minerals.org.au/sites/default/files/MCA Technology Roadmap submission - 21 June 2020.pdf
https://minerals.org.au/resources/arenas-expanded-mandate-to-benefit-australias-decarbonisation-efforts/
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/australia-ready-make-most-growing-critical-minerals-demand
https://www.minerals.org.au/news/australia%E2%80%99s-critical-minerals-drive-usas-ev-battery-program
https://minerals.org.au/resources/global-resources-strategy-to-support-industry-as-a-reliable-exporter-of-critical-minerals/
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Guiding principles 

Balanced MCA’s advocacy generally appears to be balanced between upholding the competitiveness of Australia’s 
mining industry and highlighting the upside presented by the energy transition. 

Fact-based MCA generally appears to be fact-based in its advocacy. However, at times, the association has used 
language on the future role of fossil fuels that lacks important context. For instance, MCA commissioned 
research on future demand for thermal coal that took account of current policy settings, but did not 
give full consideration to how demand could be affected if governments around the world adopted 
more ambitious climate polices (such as by noting the outputs of other comparable scenarios) or the 
technologies that would be required to help align the expected strong demand for fossil fuels with 
the aims of the Paris Agreement.

Focused In December 2020, MCA provided feedback to the European Commission, arguing that the draft European 
Union Sustainable Financing Taxonomy should treat ‘clean energy sources such as nuclear power and 
carbon capture utilisation and storage (CCUS)’ equally as other clean energy technologies. In July 2021, 
MCA issued a media release highlighting free trade-related concerns with the European Union’s proposed 
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism. Regardless of the substance of the underlying claims made by MCA, 
it is not clear to BHP that either of these interventions in another jurisdiction’s policy process represented 
the best use of the MCA’s advocacy efforts. 

In 2019, MCA advocated in support of carrying over ‘emissions reductions from the first and second 
Kyoto commitment periods’ to help achieve Australia’s 2030 target. In August 2020, following the 
release of BHP’s Global Climate Policy Standards, the MCA noted the ‘use of Kyoto carryover credits 
was an issue for the government’. 

Technology neutral MCA generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://minerals.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Commodity-Insights-Thermal-Coal-Report-2020.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12302-Sustainable-finance-EU-classification-system-for-green-investments/F1341155_en
https://minerals.org.au/resources/cbam-seeks-to-protect-eu-industry-against-competition/
https://minerals.org.au/resources/australians-would-pay-high-cost-for-banning-kyoto-carry-over/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/aug/14/bhp-withdraws-support-for-australias-use-of-carryover-credits-to-meet-emissions-target
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Mining Association of Canada

We have found there to be alignment between the climate policy advocacy of the Mining Association of Canada (MAC) 
and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards. 

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A national and sector-specific industry association. 
It has around 110 full and associate members.

Less than US$100,000 Board member

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements MAC’s policy principles recognise that ‘climate change is a global issue that requires a global solution’. 
MAC has also expressed support for climate action that is consistent with the aims of the Paris Agreement.

Paris Agreement 
goals 

MAC has expressed support for climate action that is consistent with the aims of the Paris Agreement. 
In line with this position, MAC has: developed a new Climate Change Protocol under the Towards Sustainable 
Mining accountability framework; contributed to the development of key emissions reduction policies; 
and advocated for Canada ‘to play a much more significant role in providing the materials the world 
needs to get to net-zero’.

Emissions 
reduction targets

MAC does not appear to have directly commented on the emissions reduction targets or goals set 
by the Canadian Government. 

Least cost  
abatement

MAC’s policy principles outline the association’s views on how the Canadian Government can achieve 
effective and efficient climate change policy. They include an endorsement of carbon pricing and the 
need to address competitiveness concerns. In line with these principles, MAC has engaged on various 
climate policies and related issues.

Pre-commercial 
technology

MAC has advocated (in principle and in practice) for policy measures to support the technologies 
required to help the mining sector decarbonise.

Enabling the 
broader transition

MAC has frequently advocated for Canada ‘to maximize domestic production of low carbon metals 
and materials needed to meet projected clean technology demand’. MAC has also engaged with 
the Canadian Government on its proposed approach to a ‘people-centred just transition’.

Guiding principles 

Balanced MAC’s advocacy generally appears to be balanced between upholding the competitiveness of the Canadian 
mining sector and highlighting the opportunities presented to Canada by decarbonisation. 

Fact-based MAC’s advocacy generally appears to be fact-based and free of ambiguous terminology. 

Focused MAC generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate policy tensions. 

Technology neutral MAC generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://mining.ca/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2021/06/MAC-Principles-for-Climate-Change-Policy-Design.pdf
https://mining.ca/our-focus/climate-change/
https://mining.ca/our-focus/climate-change/
https://mining.ca/resources/press-releases/canadas-mining-industry-commits-to-climate-change-action/
https://mining.ca/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2022/06/Annual-Report-2021-English-final.pdf
https://mining.ca/resources/press-releases/the-mining-association-of-canada-comments-on-outcome-of-federal-election-2/
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/february-2022/canada-must-invest-in-critical-minerals/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/analysis/2021/09/29/mining-is-essential-to-low-carbon-transition
https://mining.ca/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2021/06/MAC-Principles-for-Climate-Change-Policy-Design.pdf
https://mining.ca/resources/reports/facts-figures-2021/
https://mining.ca/resources/press-releases/fall-economic-statement-outlines-supports-for-canadas-mining-sector/
https://www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence/en/news-insights/latest-news-headlines/rising-canadian-carbon-costs-may-divert-mining-sector-investment-industry-says-68659166#:~:text=Rising%20Canadian%20carbon%20costs%20may%20divert%20mining%20sector%20investment%2C%20industry%20says,-Share&text=Fossil%20fuel%2Dpowered%20trucks%20at,a%20new%20clean%20fuel%20standard
https://mining.ca/resources/reports/facts-figures-2021/
https://mining.ca/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2022/06/Annual-Report-2021-English-final.pdf
https://mining.ca/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2021/06/Annual-Report-2020-English-final.pdf
https://mining.ca/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2021/06/Annual-Report-2019-English-final.pdf
https://mining.ca/resources/press-releases/new-report-on-the-state-of-canadas-mining-industry-highlights-opportunities-to-lead-as-supplier-of-materials-essential-to-low-carbon-transition/
https://mining.ca/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2021/04/FF-2020-EN-Web.pdf
https://mining.ca/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2021/04/FF-English-Web-1.pdf
https://mining.ca/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2021/06/MAC-Principles-for-Climate-Change-Policy-Design.pdf
https://mining.ca/resources/reports/facts-figures-2021/
https://mining.ca/resources/reports/facts-figures-2021/
https://mining.ca/resources/press-releases/fall-economic-statement-outlines-supports-for-canadas-mining-sector/
https://mining.ca/resources/press-releases/the-mining-association-of-canada-comments-on-outcome-of-federal-election-2/
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/february-2022/canada-must-invest-in-critical-minerals/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/analysis/2021/09/29/mining-is-essential-to-low-carbon-transition
https://mining.ca/resources/presentations/joint-letter-in-support-of-decarbonization-and-expansion-of-canadas-electricity-system/
https://mining.ca/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2022/06/Annual-Report-2021-English-final.pdf
https://mining.ca/resources/press-releases/new-report-on-the-state-of-canadas-mining-industry-highlights-opportunities-to-lead-as-supplier-of-materials-essential-to-low-carbon-transition/
https://mining.ca/resources/press-releases/new-government-announcement-electrifies-canadas-mining-industry/
https://mining.ca/our-focus/climate-change/mining-and-its-role-in-clean-technology/
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New South Wales Minerals Council 

We have found there to be some, non-material, misalignment between the climate policy advocacy of the New South Wales 
Minerals Council (NSWMC) and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards. 

The NSWMC has tended to emphasise the risks associated with the transition of the electricity sector, without engaging 
during our 2023 industry association review period (at least publicly) with various policy processes designed to mitigate 
these risks. Furthermore, the NSWMC has not always given appropriate context on the future role or GHG emissions profile 
of fossil fuels. 

On the whole, we believe we sufficiently benefit from our membership of the NSWMC to continue with membership at 
this point in time. In particular, we value the assistance the NSWMC has provided, and continues to provide, as we proceed 
with our intended managed process to cease mining at New South Wales Energy Coal by the end of FY2030 and prepare 
for closure.

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A state-based and sector-specific industry association. 
It has around 80 full and associate members.

US$500,000 – US$1million Member of the 
Executive Committee 

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements NSWMC acknowledges that ‘sustained global action is required to reduce the risks of human-induced 
climate change’ and supports ‘Australia’s participation in global agreements, including the [UNFCCC]’.

Paris Agreement 
goals 

NSWMC’s position statement supports ‘Australia’s participation in global agreements, including the 
[UNFCCC]’, and the ‘NSW Government and Australian Government target of reaching net-zero emissions 
by 2050’. In line with these principles, NSWMC has contributed to the development of emissions reduction 
policies; and supported efforts by the NSW Government to position the State as a major supplier and 
processor of critical minerals. 

Emissions 
reduction targets

NSWMC’s position statement supports the ‘NSW Government and Australian Government target of reaching 
net-zero emissions by 2050’.

Least cost  
abatement

NSWMC’s position statement maintains that policy frameworks should ‘provide for least-cost abatement 
… and recognise that all sectors of the economy have a role to play in meeting emission reduction goals, 
including the resources sector’. In line with these principles, NSWMC has engaged on various climate 
policies and related issues.

Pre-commercial 
technology

NSWMC has advocated in favour of policies that ‘the research, development and deployment of new 
and emerging low emissions technologies’ – in principle and in practice. 

Enabling the 
broader transition

NSWMC has advocated in favour of reforming the NSW planning regime, with the goal of allowing mining 
operations ‘to amend their existing post-mining approval conditions in response to community needs so 
local mining communities receive the best possible outcomes once mines reach the end of their operating 
lives’. Such a change would enable a more community-centric approach to an equitable transition. 

NSWMC has also supported efforts by the NSW Government to position the State as a major supplier 
and processor of critical minerals.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://www.nswmining.com.au/energy-climate-change-and-emissions
https://www.nswmining.com.au/energy-climate-change-and-emissions
https://consult.industry.gov.au/safeguard-mechanism-reform-consultation-paper/submission/view/175
https://www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/industry-policy
https://www.nswmining.com.au/news/2021/12/nsw-government-ministry-resources-statement-from-nsw-minerals-council-ceo-stephen-galilee
https://www.nswmining.com.au/news/2022/6/nsw-budget-good-for-mining-as-sector-delivers-record-royalties
https://www.nswmining.com.au/news/2022/9/nsw-government-s-critical-minerals-and-high-tech-metals-activation-fund-statement
https://www.nswmining.com.au/energy-climate-change-and-emissions
https://www.nswmining.com.au/energy-climate-change-and-emissions
https://www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/industry-policy
https://www.nswmining.com.au/news/2020/9/nswmc-pre-budget-submission
https://epbcactreview.environment.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/ANON-K57V-XGCN-W - Minerals Council of Australia.pdf
https://yoursay.epa.nsw.gov.au/climate-change-policy-and-action-plan
https://consult.industry.gov.au/safeguard-mechanism-reform-consultation-paper/submission/view/175
https://www.nswmining.com.au/energy-climate-change-and-emissions
https://www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/industry-policy
https://www.nswmining.com.au/news/2022/9/nsw-government-s-critical-minerals-and-high-tech-metals-activation-fund-statement
https://www.nswmining.com.au/news/2022/6/bhp-mt-arthur-announcement-statement-from-nsw-minerals-council-ceo-stephen-galilee
https://www.nswmining.com.au/news/2021/12/nsw-government-ministry-resources-statement-from-nsw-minerals-council-ceo-stephen-galilee
https://www.nswmining.com.au/news/2022/6/nsw-budget-good-for-mining-as-sector-delivers-record-royalties
https://www.nswmining.com.au/news/2022/9/nsw-government-s-critical-minerals-and-high-tech-metals-activation-fund-statement
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Guiding principles 

Balanced NSWMC has highlighted the opportunities presented by the energy transition to NSW (in terms of increased 
demand for critical minerals) and the steps being taken by mining companies to decarbonise. 

The association’s advocacy on the electricity system, however, tends to have more of a focus on the costs and 
risks associated with the energy transition, without giving due consideration (at least in public) to the policy 
solutions needed to ensure a decarbonised grid can supply electricity as cheaply and reliably as possible. 

Fact-based NSWMC has, at times, used language on the future role of fossil fuels that lacks important context. 
For instance, NSWMC has noted that coal exports are ‘likely to contribute strongly to our economy for 
decades’, based on forecasts of coal demand published by the NSW Government and the IEA that appear 
to be based on current policies. The association does not, however, provide information on how these 
forecasts could be affected if governments around the world adopted more ambitious climate polices 
(such as by noting the outputs of other comparable scenarios) or the technologies that would be required to 
help align the expected strong demand for fossil fuels with the aims of the Paris Agreement.

NSWMC’s Responsible Mining campaign makes a reference to NSW’s ‘high quality, low-emissions coal’. 
This framing could be interpreted as the NSWMC suggesting coal produced from NSW is a source of low 
GHG emissions energy. If the intent of NSWMC was to highlight that coal produced from NSW results in 
lower GHG emissions compared to coal produced from other jurisdictions, the association should be 
clearer in its language. 

Focused NSWC generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate policy tensions.

Technology neutral NSWMC generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://www.nswmining.com.au/our-recovery-could-be-golden-with-metals-boom-daily-telegraph-11-08-20
https://www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/industry-policy
https://www.nswmining.com.au/daily-telegraph-03-11-21
https://consult.industry.gov.au/safeguard-mechanism-reform-consultation-paper/submission/view/175
https://consult.industry.gov.au/safeguard-mechanism-reform-consultation-paper/submission/view/175
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/commentary/technology-to-replace-coal-and-gas-not-ready-yet/video/045324b3bc823b6986d872b85c100ffe
https://www.newcastleherald.com.au/story/7837355/minerals-council-boss-stephen-galilee-warns-on-eraring-closure-says-coal-prices-to-stay-high/
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/special-reports/coal-vital-for-nsw-economic-recovery/news-story/ced0a65466b6cd8348c0355d49649707
https://www.nswmining.com.au/coal
https://www.nswmining.com.au/responsible-mining-nsw
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Queensland Resources Council

We have found there to be some, non-material, misalignment between the climate policy advocacy of the Queensland 
Resources Council (QRC) and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards. 

In November 2021, the QRC advocated in a manner that presented a misleading view of the electricity system in Queensland. 

The Findings and Outcomes section of this Report provides further information with respect to our determination to remove 
suspension of our membership of the QRC effective 1 June 2023. 

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A state-based and sector-specific industry association. 
It has around 180 full and services members.

US$500,000 – US$1million1,2 Board member 

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements The QRC recognises that ‘climate change is a critical global challenge’ and that climate policies ‘must be 
consistent with Australia’s participation in global agreements, including the Paris Agreement’. 

Paris Agreement 
goals 

The QRC’s position statement supports the aims of the Paris Agreement, ‘action to achieve the 
commitments under the [Paris Agreement]’ and ‘the [MCA’s] industry ambition to achieve net zero 
emissions by 2050’. In line with these positions, the QRC has contributed to the development of the 
Queensland Resource Industry Development Plan; and supported efforts by the Australian and 
Queensland governments to expand the production of critical minerals in the State. 

Emissions 
reduction targets

The QRC’s position statement supports ‘the [MCA’s] industry ambition to achieve net zero emissions by 
2050’. While the QRC does not appear to have commented on the emissions reduction targets of either 
the Federal or State governments during our review period, it has acknowledged the need for action to 
meet ‘emissions targets’. 

Least cost  
abatement

The QRC’s position statement supports market-based approaches that prioritise least cost abatement, 
maintain international competitiveness, are technology neutral, and ‘deliver a clear, predictable and 
long-term price signal’. In line with these principles, the QRC has engaged on various climate policies 
and related issues. 

Pre-commercial 
technology

The QRC has advocated for policy measures that support the development and deployment of low 
emission technologies – in principle and in practice.

Enabling the 
broader transition

The QRC has highlighted the importance of local adaptation planning and supported efforts by the 
Australian and Queensland Governments to expand the production of critical minerals in the State.

Guiding principles 

Balanced The QRC’s advocacy generally appears to be balanced between upholding the competitiveness of the 
Queensland mining sector and highlighting the opportunities presented to Queensland by decarbonisation. 
An illustrative example is the QRC response to the Queensland Government’s Energy and Jobs Plan. The 
QRC noted that while the plan to achieve 70% renewable energy by 2032 did ‘come with some risk’ and 
would need to be ‘managed very tightly’, it did provide an ‘enormous opportunity’ for the resources 
industry, given the sector supplies many of the raw materials needed to build renewable energy 
infrastructure.

Fact-based In November 2021, the QRC issued a media release that noted: ‘Right now, steel can only be produced 
commercially by using metallurgical coal, and thermal coal is the only 100 percent reliable way to produce 
energy in Queensland’. The QRC later updated this release to note that ‘thermal coal and gas are the only 
100 percent reliable way to produce energy in Queensland’. Even with this update, the statement presents a 
misleading view of electricity generation in Queensland, as it overlooks the decades-long role played by 
hydroelectricity in the State (including the 570 MW Wivenhoe pumped storage plant). 

Focused The QRC generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate 
policy tensions.

Technology neutral The QRC generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

1	 Fees for the QRC relate to the BHP Mitsubishi Alliance (BMA). BMA is a 50:50 joint venture between BHP and Mitsubishi Development that was formed in 2001.
2	 BHP suspended its member of the QRC in October 2021, however we continued to meet our obligations under the QRC constitution, which included the 

payment of membership fees.
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https://www.qrc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/QRC-Energy-Climate-Policy_Mar22.pdf
https://www.qrc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/QRC-Energy-Climate-Policy_Mar22.pdf
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/new-state-plan-for-resources-to-provide-decades-of-jobs/
https://www.resources.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/1588178/qridp-consultation-report.pdf
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/qld-a-critical-player-in-new-economy-minerals-investment/
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/investment-boost-adds-to-qlds-critical-mineral-expertise/
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/the-world-needs-qlds-critical-minerals-to-support-transition-to-renewables/
https://www.qrc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/QRC-Energy-Climate-Policy_Mar22.pdf
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/qrc-welcomes-tech-driven-approach-to-reducing-emissions/
https://www.qrc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/QRC-Energy-Climate-Policy_Mar22.pdf
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/qrc-welcomes-tech-driven-approach-to-reducing-emissions/
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/fund-lights-way-to-lower-emissions-future/
https://epbcactreview.environment.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/ANON-K57V-XGCN-W - Minerals Council of Australia.pdf
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/more-work-needed-to-deliver-reliable-energy-transition/
https://www.qrc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/QRC-Energy-Climate-Policy_Mar22.pdf
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/qrc-welcomes-tech-driven-approach-to-reducing-emissions/
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/fund-lights-way-to-lower-emissions-future/
https://www.qrc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/QRC-Energy-Climate-Policy_Mar22.pdf
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/qld-a-critical-player-in-new-economy-minerals-investment/
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/investment-boost-adds-to-qlds-critical-mineral-expertise/
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/the-world-needs-qlds-critical-minerals-to-support-transition-to-renewables/
https://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/qld-politics/70-per-cent-by-2032-qld-ups-renewable-energy-target/news-story/38464293af614e0901dd7efba855cc29
https://www.qrc.org.au/media-releases/qlds-high-quality-coal-industry-here-for-the-long-haul-qrc/
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South Australian Chamber of Mines and Energy 

We have found there to be alignment between the climate policy advocacy of the South Australian Chamber of Mines 
and Energy (SACOME) and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards. 

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A state-based and sector-specific industry association. 
It has around 200 members.

Less than US$100,000 Board member 

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements SACOME position statement ‘supports the Paris Agreement as a critical element of the global response 
to climate change’.

Paris Agreement 
goals 

SACOME’s position statement supports the aims of the Paris Agreement and the ‘target of net zero 
emissions by 2050’. In line with these positions, SACOME has contributed to the development of climate 
policies and supported efforts by the South Australian Government to expand the production of critical 
minerals in the State.

Emissions 
reduction targets

SACOME does not appear to have directly commented on the emissions reduction targets of either 
the South Australian or Australian Governments during our review period. The association has, however, 
indicated it shares the support of its member companies ‘for a target of net zero emissions by 2050’. 

Least cost  
abatement

SACOME’s position statement outlines a number of policy principles. These are centred on achieving 
least cost abatement and preserving the trade competitiveness of Australian industries, and include an 
endorsement of market-based mechanisms, carbon pricing, trade and technology neutrality, and effective 
coordination between climate and energy policy and Federal and State governments. In line with these 
principles, SACOME has engaged on various climate policies and related issues.

Pre-commercial 
technology

SACOME has advocated (in principle and in practice) for policy measures that support the development 
and deployment of low emission technologies.

Enabling the 
broader transition

SACOME’s position statement highlights the importance of measures to build resilience and support 
local adaptation. SACOME has also supported efforts by the South Australian Government to expand 
the production of critical minerals in the State.

Guiding principles 

Balanced SACOME has adopted a notably constructive approach to climate policy advocacy, with the association 
advocating for policy proposals to address challenges and opportunities associated with the transition 
to a low carbon economy of relevance to the mining industry. 

Fact-based SACOME’s advocacy generally appears to be fact-based and free of ambiguous terminology. 

Focused SACOME generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate 
policy tensions.

Technology neutral SACOME generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_climate_change_policy_2021_final.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_climate_change_policy_2021_final.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_safeguard_mechanism_reforms_dcceew_september_2022.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_energy_transition_roadmap_2021_final_22.02.22.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_2022_pre-election_platform_final_feb_2022.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_media_release_-_nuclear_energy_-__a_reliable_pathway_to_net_zero_-_5_october_2022.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_2022-23_pre_budget_submission.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_2022-23_pre_budget_submission.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/media_release_2022-23_state_budget_provides_stability_for_the_resources_sector.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_climate_change_policy_2021_final.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_climate_change_policy_2021_final.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_safeguard_mechanism_reforms_dcceew_september_2022.pdf
http://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_sgm3_dcceew_february_2022.pdf
https://epbcactreview.environment.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/ANON-K57V-XGCN-W - Minerals Council of Australia.pdf
http://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_pge_amendment_bill_dem_november_2022.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/energy-transition.html
https://www.sacome.org.au/sacome-welcomes-investment-in-new-energy-technologies-677610.html
https://www.sacome.org.au/sacome-welcomes-investment-in-new-energy-technologies.html
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_2022-23_pre_budget_submission.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_climate_change_policy_2021_final.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/sacome-welcomes-investment-in-new-energy-technologies-677610.html
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_2022-23_pre_budget_submission.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_climate_change_policy_2021_final.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_2022-23_pre_budget_submission.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_energy_transition_roadmap_2021_final_22.02.22.pdf
https://www.sacome.org.au/uploads/1/1/3/2/113283509/sacome_2022-23_pre_budget_submission.pdf
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United States Chamber of Commerce 

We have found there to be some, non-material, misalignment between the climate policy advocacy of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce (US Chamber) and BHP’s August 2020 Global Climate Policy Standards. 

We welcome the US Chamber’s commitment to climate action and embrace of carbon pricing. However, we believe there 
is room for the US Chamber to strengthen its position on fuel efficiency standards and mandatory Scope 3 reporting, 
and ensure it provides appropriate context on the future role of fossil fuels.

On the whole, we believe we sufficiently benefit from our membership of the US Chamber to continue with membership 
at this point in time. In particular, we value the deep expertise and advocacy of the US Chamber on matters relating to fiscal 
policies, trade and geopolitics. 

Background 

Overview 2022 membership fee Governance role

A national and multi-sector industry association. 
It has around 3 million members.

US$100,000 – US$500,000 None 

Policy outcomes 

Global agreements US Chamber has recognised the importance of international action and cooperation. In line with this 
position, US Chamber welcomed ‘President Biden’s action to re-join the Paris Climate Agreement’.

Paris Agreement 
goals 

US Chamber has expressed support for ‘US participation in the Paris Agreement’ and welcomed the 
Biden Administration’s decision to re-join the Paris Agreement. In line with this position, US Chamber 
has: engaged on climate policy debates; supported efforts to improve access to critical minerals supply; 
and provided guidance to businesses on how they can accelerate their decarbonisation progress.

Emissions 
reduction targets

US Chamber has advocated for ‘reducing emissions as low as we can and fast as we can, while ensuring 
that any national targets and timetables are realistic, achievable, appropriately account for U.S. economic 
interests and work to address impacts to trade-exposed, hard-to-adapt and energy intensive sectors’. 
In line with this position, US Chamber noted the Biden administration’s new 2030 target, and expressed 
its support for the Global Methane Pledge. 

Least cost  
abatement

US Chamber’s position statement highlights the importance of ‘acknowledg[ing] the costs of action 
and inaction and the competitiveness of the US economy’, and market-based approaches to emissions 
reduction. US Chamber has separately indicated that it supports an ‘economy-wide carbon price’. In line 
with these positions, US Chamber has engaged on various climate policies. 

In March 2020, US Chamber stated that it welcomed the Safer Affordable Fuel-Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles 
Rule issued by the Trump Administration, on the basis that it appeared to provide ‘a workable path forward on 
a unified national program that provides regulatory certainty while strengthening fuel economy 
standards and continuing emissions reductions’. It is not clear, however, that the SAFE Vehicles Rule 
would have resulted in more cost-effective abatement in the transport sector relative to the more stringent 
fuel efficiency standards that it replaced – particularly given the reported concerns about the quality 
of the cost-benefit analysis that underpinned the regulatory change process.

Pre-commercial 
technology

US Chamber has advocated (in principle and in practice) for policy measures that help accelerate the 
development and deployment of new technologies.

Enabling the 
broader transition

US Chamber has advocated (in principle and in practice) for policy measures that support climate 
resilient infrastructure. US Chamber has also been a strong proponent of expanding the domestic 
production and processing of the minerals required to enable the energy transition, with a particular 
focus on permitting reform. 

In June 2022, US Chamber advocated that the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) should make 
Scope 3 reporting voluntary, rather than mandatory, given the difficulties associated with calculating 
Scope 3 emissions. However, BHP supports the concept of mandatory reporting of Scope 3 emissions, 
subject to any such requirement reflecting the inherent data limitations associated with calculating Scope 
3 emissions.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://www.uschamber.com/climate-change/our-approach-to-climate-change
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/us-chamber-welcomes-rejoining-paris-agreement
https://www.uschamber.com/climate-change/our-approach-to-climate-change
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/us-chamber-welcomes-rejoining-paris-agreement
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/us-chamber-applauds-agreement-historic-climate-and-energy-legislation
https://www.uschamber.com/energy/momentum-building-historic-climate-change-progress-possible-2020
https://www.uschamber.com/improving-government/us-chamber-letter-climate-and-the-clean-electricity-standard
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/us-chamber-comments-us-geological-surveys-2021-draft-list-critical-minerals
https://www.uschamberfoundation.org/best-practices/accelerating-corporate-climate-action
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/2021-04/NDC Principles and Priorities.pdf
https://www.uschamber.com/environment/us-chamber-statement-biden-climate-goal
https://www.uschamber.com/energy/u-s-chamber-and-amcham-egypt-joint-statement-on-the-global-methane-pledge
https://www.uschamber.com/climate-change/our-approach-to-climate-change
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/CBAM-principles.pdf
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/us-chamber-applauds-agreement-historic-climate-and-energy-legislation
https://www.uschamber.com/environment/us-chamber-letter-amendment-relating-hydrofluorocarbons
https://www.uschamber.com/infrastructure/the-biggest-winner-the-senate-s-bipartisan-infrastructure-deal-may-be-our
https://www.uschamber.com/environment/us-chamber-letter-the-scale-act
https://spanberger.house.gov/posts/president-signs-into-law-spanbergers-growing-climate-solutions-act-greenlights-making-carbon-markets-more-accessible-to-american-agriculture
https://www.uschamber.com/environment/u-s-chamber-key-vote-letter-on-the-ratification-of-the-kigali-amendment-to-the-montreal-protocol#:~:text=The%20U.S.%20Chamber%20of%20Commerce,%22How%20They%20Voted%22%20scorecard
https:/www.uschamber.com/improving-government/us-chamber-letter-climate-and-the-clean-electricity-standard
https://www.uschamber.com/energy/breaking-down-energy-and-climate-provisions-in-the-reconciliation-bill
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/us-chamber-statement-revised-vehicle-fuel-economy-standards
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2020/02/an-inside-account-of-trumps-fuel-economy-debacle/606346/
https://www.uschamber.com/climate-change/our-approach-to-climate-change
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/us-chamber-applauds-agreement-historic-climate-and-energy-legislation
https://www.uschamber.com/infrastructure/the-biggest-winner-the-senate-s-bipartisan-infrastructure-deal-may-be-our
https://www.uschamber.com/climate-change/our-approach-to-climate-change
https://www.uschamber.com/security/pandemic/resilience-good-public-policy
https://www.uschamber.com/environment/resilience-should-be-on-the-climate-agenda
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/2021-04/NDC%20Principles%20and%20Priorities.pdf
https://www.uschamber.com/energy/breaking-down-energy-and-climate-provisions-in-the-reconciliation-bill
https://www.uschamber.com/on-demand/energy/our-clean-energy-future-depends-on-critical-minerals
http://www.centerforcapitalmarkets.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/US-Chamber-comment-on-SEC-Climate-Related-Disclosure_FINAL.pdf?
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Guiding principles 

Balanced US Chamber’s advocacy generally appears to be balanced between upholding the competitiveness 
of the US business community highlighting the opportunities presented by decarbonisation. Notably, 
US Chamber’s position statement is underpinned by the recognition that ‘inaction is not an option’. 

Fact-based US Chamber generally appears to be fact-based in its advocacy. However, at times, the association 
used language on the future role of fossil fuels that lacks important context. For instance, in March 2022, the 
US Chamber noted that ‘Oil and natural gas are the primary sources of [reliable] energy, and the 
Department of Energy forecasts they will remain the most-consumed sources of energy in the U.S. through 
at least 2050’. The association does not, however, provide information on how this forecast could be 
affected if governments around the world adopted more ambitious climate polices (such as by noting the 
outputs of other comparable scenarios) or the technologies that would be required to help align 
the expected strong demand for fossil fuels with the aims of the Paris Agreement.

Focused US Chamber generally appears to avoid advocacy on issues that may be seen to unduly exacerbate 
policy tensions.

Technology neutral US Chamber generally appears to advocate in favour of technology neutral policy frameworks.

Appendix A – Summary of association advocacy continued

https://www.uschamber.com/climate-change/our-approach-to-climate-change
https://www.uschamber.com/energy/the-american-energy-and-climate-imperative
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