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MEMBERSHIP  

Chairperson  

Dr. W.E.J Paradice AM (WP) Independent Chair MAC CCC 

BHP Representatives  

Adam Lancey (AL) General Manager BHP Mt Arthur Coal 

Andrew Marsh (AM) 

Kim Carlson (KC) 

Corporate Affairs Specialist – Community 

Corporate Affairs Specialist - Community 

Wanda Gunawan (WG) 

Mark Nolan (MN) 

Hannah Far (HF) 

 
 
Manager Health, Safety, Environment  

 

Muswellbrook Council Representative 

Sharon Pope 

Community Representatives 

 

 

Muswellbrook Council 

John Bancroft (JB) 

Diane Gee (DG) 

Jenny Lecky (JL) 

Tony Lonergan (TL) 

 

Minute taker(s) 

 

Katie Wilkinson (KW) 

Kerri Garvie (KG) (Post meeting minute 

recorder) 

Community Representative 0411 068 670 

Community Representative 0419 268 130 

Community Representative 0428 189 585 

Community Representative 0448 448 346  

 

1. Welcome and Apologies: The meeting was held via Zoom and opened at approx. 8:47am. The chair (WP) 

welcomed members to the CCC meeting.   The Chair (WP) spoke to JB prior to the meeting and JB informed him 

that he (JB) would not attend the meeting in protest about the minutes not being posted on the BHP website.  

WP had spoke to AM about JB’s concerns.  TL was providing family support for a medical appointment.  AL 

requested the chair please reiterate to CCC members the importance of meeting attendance.  The CCC only 

meets four times per year with the dates set in November the year previously. The company takes this process 

seriously and puts a lot of effort into preparing material so it is disappointing not to have more attendees.  AL 

asked the Chair if it is ok for a committee member not to attend a meeting in protest rather than attending the 

meeting and raising their concerns directly.  WP responded that it was a unique approach. WP indicated that 

mining CCC’s appear to be having difficulty in long term community engagement, while the NSW Department of 

Planning was also challenged with restrictions due to COVID and some recent key personnel changes. 

Apologies: Tony Lonergan, John Bancroft, Di Gee (only attended first half of the meeting) 

2. Safety: AL updated the committee on the COVID controls. BHP place the safety of the work force and the 

broader community as the highest priority, particularly with the prevalence of COVID over the last few 
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months. The rapid antigen testing has been an overwhelming success, creating a sense of calm and safety 

within the team. BHP have also conducted vaccination clinics. Both testing and vaccinations are a 1st for the 

industry. JL commended BHP for the work they have undertaken in keeping the employees safe. 
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3. Declaration of Pecuniary Interests: Ongoing Declaration - WP has been appointed by the NSW Department of 

Planning to provide the role of Independent Chairperson and is paid by BHP for this role (previously declared). 

The minute taker is also paid by BHP although responsible to the Chair. 

 

4. Approval of the previous Meeting’s Minutes: WP stated previous minutes for the May meeting dated 12 May 

2021 had been circulated and asked if there were any objections. WP indicated that in his discussion with JB just 

prior to the meeting he had raised a number of concerns about the minutes.  Specifically, there were issues 

relating to Section 11 in the May minutes.  There were questions regarding the bund wall and whether it would 

have an impact on the telephone/mobile connection, and whether there had been any complaints about it. AL 

indicated that any complaints would be in the Complaints register and as far as he was aware no complaints had 

been made. There was significant discussion about the wording of the questions JB claims should have been in 

the previous minutes including minute taking and minutes on the website (discussed in the Chairs report).   AL 

made the point that minutes were not meant to capture word for word dialogue of what is actually discussed 

but should capture the general theme.  If there was a missed point about the mobile reception AL happy for 

that to be reflected, however there seems to be ongoing discussion about cover ups.  The Chair is independent 

and an independent minute taker; we (BHP) don’t manipulate the minutes.  WP shared the frustration but feels 

it is important to follow through on issues so as not to be perceived as part of some conspiracy.  WP indicated 

we will move toward the guidelines recommended approach to finalising the minutes rather than dealing with 

questions on the minutes a day before the next meeting.  The guidelines specify a timeline and process that 

allows the Chair to finalise the minutes without having to go back to the next meeting of the committee for 

approval.  JL indicated that she considered that approval is made by the committee at the next meeting when 

the minutes are presented to the committee.  WP agreed that the CCC guidelines were at variance to the 

traditional approach which we have normally taken.  JL said she did not recall being asked to look and see if she 

had seen anything wrong with the minutes and wasn’t given notice anybody had any concerns.  WP clarified 
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that the minutes had been sent out about 3 weeks after the meeting but there had been no feedback until the 

last couple of days.  To avoid these types of issues in the future we can move towards the guidelines 

recommendations. 

 

WP accepted the minutes from the previous meeting with exception of further reviewing the tape on the  

issues/questions raised in Section 11 of these minutes.  WP will review the tape.  Following the review WP 

would reissue the minutes if required. 

 

Action:  WP will review the tape of the May meeting and make any changes necessary to the minutes. 

 

5. Matters Arising: AM reported on Action 1 from the May meeting and the challenges BHP were having with the 

DC05 meter, the modem issues and communication issues, stating that the monitors were getting to a point of 

needing to be replaced. He then confirmed that there was work underway to replace the older equipment. A 

question had been asked about backups. AM stated they get as much as 75% of the data which is an acceptable 

data capture score and consider that the monitor is providing the data that is needed for the period. HF 

indicated that the issue had been covered at this and a previous meeting. On all occasions an immediate 

maintenance response was activated. 

 

The remaining 2 Actions are to remain open until after lockdown. 

 

6. Report from the Chair: WP spoke about the new members on the CCC and that the department have had many 

changes in middle management and the position of the Director of Resource Assessment had only been filled 

last week, and this is the person who signs off on new members to the CCC. WP is expecting this will be signed 

off before the next CCC meeting, and the new members should be able to attend. 

Action: WP to continue to liaise with the NSW Department of Planning to obtain sign off on additional 

community members for the CCC. 

WP also report that the guidelines for the CCC’s is under review. AL added that BHP are committed to the 

process and are sensitive to the engagement of the CCC as MAC works through the process of renewing 

approvals.  AL expressed frustration when we have such differences on expectations such as minutes.  MAC is 

not getting the dialogue and engagement that MAC would like to have.  While the members attending provide 

useful feedback which MAC takes on board and uses in its operations the CCC continues to get stuck on minor 

issues which don’t allow the potential benefit which comes from having a CCC. 

JL commented that in her early involvement in the committee she felt the committee did have a role in the 

assessment process of the early Bayswater mine.  WP indicated that under the NSW legislation relating to 

projects of State significance, CCC’s were not involved as a regulatory or consent authorities but were involved 

in the communication and consultation process. Sharon Pope from Muswellbrook Council joined the meeting at 

approximately 9:20am. 

 

Sharon Pope discussed the role of the Council and stated that they were like any other member of the 
community and do not decide on whether a project of State significance is approved or refused.  Council can 
have input into processes such as the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs), comment 
on the EIS or input into the Independent Planning Commission if one is held as part of the assessment process. 
 
WP raised the issue of the minutes on the BHP website which JB had also raised.  WP indicated that there 
appears to be a major sorting issue with minutes jumbled by date order.  The last minutes on record was 20 
May 2020.  There should have been 3 more minutes uploaded.  WP indicated that while JB had raised the issue 
previously it unfortunately fed a conspiracy narrative so it was important to fix up.  AL indicated that the mix 
was unacceptable and couldn’t express his frustration enough with the situation.  AL had only just been made 
aware of the situation prior to the meeting.  AL apologised and indicated he would become personally involved 
to have the situation corrected.  AL wanted to work in a positive fashion with members of the CCC. 
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Action:  Al and AM to have the BHP website corrected to reflect the appropriate order and display of approved 
CCC minutes. 
 
JL indicated she came to the meetings to hear the Operations Update and land management but generally just 
hear about lighting issues.  JL said there are other issues which need to be discussed. 
 
AM indicated that after the last meeting the changes to the website had been communicated.  The website had 
been fixed and updated.  Screenshots had been circulated showing the corrected website, however a new 
update to the website has created a new problem since then.  

 

7.     Applications, approvals, and projects: MN went through the powerpoint presentation updating the tenements. 
Mining lease 1487 renewal was submitted in June 2021, and this is still being processed. Exploration licence 
A171 & A437 are still being assessed having been submitted in 2020. 

 MN also discussed the erosion, weed and feral animal control across all the properties, and the bushfire hazard 

reduction works. All these activities have been successful and above targets. WP asked about monitoring and 

evaluation of how the land comes back after the burn. MN replied that they do have monitoring as they are 

under a conservation agreement. 
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8.     Operations update: AL indicated that there were no significant event injuries. Production has been tracking very 

well, even due to the weather in July and that the coal prices have been quite good. The community 

engagement has continued but due to COVID has been difficult. Most interactions are through the Business 

Chambers while BHP continues to do what they can. 

 Water levels are on site are strong due to the rain, but BHP is still pumping out of the river, in line with licence 

conditions. AL went on to talk about the construction of the Outer Pit Dump out to the west of the operation. 

This is still in the early days but will provide ongoing balance in the dump systems. 

 Dust wise, no significant issues were reported. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Mt Arthur CCC Meeting – 15 September 2021 –  

Public 

8 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.     Land management: HF presented a powerpoint presentation on the rehab and land management. This has had 

lots of work done with rehab and are over target for the financial year. Some shaping and seeding had been 

completed across the site. Compost has been applied and ploughed in to improve soil condition. BHP are 

trialling the use of rain impacted hay spread across the exposed soil areas in an attempt to stabilise the soil and 

control any potential erosion. 
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10.   Environment: HF discussed the air quality monitoring and stated there was not much to talk about. There was 

an event that was reported to the DPIE. There was no incremental exceedance for MAC against annual 

performance criteria for deposited dust. WP asked if there was a process of independent auditing. HF replied 

that they, internally, do on a continual basis. Independent Environmental audits are a comprehensive process 

and goes into detail around all of the environmental performances. 

 HF went on to discuss the ground water monitoring and the annual ground water monitoring in June. There 

were 6 occurrences in June that exceeded trigger levels. 

Dust monitoring was discussed next. There were no exceedances during the reporting period. HF noted that 

there were no exceedances during the noise monitoring reporting period. This is done by an independent 

person and BHP have no notification on when this happens. 

There was one environmental incident. One of the mine water pipelines had a failure. This water ended up on a 

neighbouring property. This was reported to the EPA & DPIE. A lot of work went into the clean-up. A significant 

number of upgrades to the high-risk pipelines has taken place. 
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11.  Community: KC updated the meeting on community complaints. There were 11 in the quarter, (36 in total for 

the financial year). These quarters complaints related to blasting, lighting and one about potential work 

opportunity. WP asked if all came through the 1800 number. KC replied that they had. She also stated that an 

occasional call will come into reception, or via the EPA, or via email. KC also stated that there was a decrease in 

complaints this year compared to last year by 33%. 

 Community engagement has been very little due to COVID. There have been cancellations of BHP supported 

local community events, which was very disappointing. BHP have attended local Business Chambers and have 

had school students visit the mine. 
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 SP spoke about the fact that there could be up to 7 wind farms in the New England renewable energy precinct, 

which would mean lots of traffic travelling through the back roads. Muswellbrook Council are trying to co-

ordinate this with the Wind Farm Company’s to do this more holistically.  
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12.    Calendar of Events: No events 

13.    General Business: No general business 

14.    Next Meeting: 10th November 2021 9:00am 

15.    Meeting Close: WP closed the meeting at 10:37am 

 

ACTIONS ARISING FROM THIS MEETING:  

Action 1:  WP will review the tape of the May meeting and make any changes necessary to the minutes. 

Action 2: WP to continue to liaise with the NSW Department of Planning to obtain sign off on additional 

community members for the CCC. 

Action 3:  Al and AM to have the BHP website corrected to reflect the appropriate order and display of 
approved CCC minutes. 
 

ACTIONS REMAINING OPEN FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

 

 


