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prEfacE

BHP Billiton has prepared the Supplementary Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) as part of a process of seeking approvals from 

the Australian, South Australian and Northern Territory governments to undertake a major expansion of the Olympic Dam mine and 

minerals processing operation in northern South Australia and to develop associated infrastructure.

Community views are a very important consideration for BHP Billiton and government in planning and assessing the proposed 

Olympic Dam expansion.

BHP Billiton has undertaken extensive community consultation and engagement to help prepare the Draft EIS and the 

Supplementary EIS. The purpose of the Supplementary EIS is principally to finalise the Draft EIS but, as an important step in that 

process, to take account of the comments received during the public exhibition period of the Draft EIS. 

Our future plans for Olympic Dam are based on continuing its sustainable development, building on the work that has been done 

since production began 20 years ago following previous approvals provided by the Australian and South Australian governments. 

For BHP Billiton, sustainable development is about ensuring our business remains viable and contributes lasting benefits to society 

through the consideration of social, environmental, cultural and economic aspects in all that we do.

We thank all those who have contributed to this point and now we welcome a decision on BHP Billiton’s plans to further unlock the 

potential of the ore body at Olympic Dam.

Dean Dalla Valle 

President  

Uranium Customer Sector Group 
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NOHSC National Occupational Health and Safety Commission

NORM Naturally Occurring Radioactive Material

NPP nuclear power plant

NPT Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty

NPV net present value

NRC Nuclear Regulatory Commission (US)

NRETAS Department of Natural Resources, Environment, The Arts and Sport (NT)

NRM Natural Resource Management

NSG Nuclear Suppliers Group

NTP National Toxicology Program

NVC Native Vegetation Council

NWS NPT nuclear weapon state (China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United States)

ODO Olympic Dam Operation

OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

OH&S occupational health and safety

OPAL Open pool Australian light (water research reactor)

ORIA Ord River Irrigation Area

PAH polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons

PIRSA Primary Industries and Resources South Australia (SA)

PMP probable maximum precipitation

PN Pacific National

PPE personal protective equipment

PSM Pells Sullivan Meynink

RCS risk context statements

REV representative elementary volume

RISSB Rail Industry Safety and Standards Board

RMS root mean square

RMUUC River Murray Urban Users Committee

RSF rock storage facility

RO reverse osmosis

SA EPA South Australian Environment Protection Authority

SARDI South Australian Research and Development Institute

SASP South Australia’s Strategic Plan

SEB significant environmental benefit

SEA Sustainable Energy Australia

SES State Emergency Service

SML Special Mining Lease

SPTV species protection trigger value

SRMS scaled mean square

SSAC State System of Accounting and Control of Nuclear Material

SSAN security sensitive ammonium nitrate

SWAN simulating waves near shore

TAFE  Technical and Further Education 

TDS total dissolved solids

TENORM Technologically Enhanced Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials

THA or ZWC Tent Hill aquifer (lower Arcoona Quartzite and Corraberra Sandstone)

THZ Torrens Hinge Zone

TIA Traffic Impact Assessment

TLD  thermo-luminescent dosimeter

TRS tailings retention system

TSP total suspended particulates 

TSF tailings storage facility

UMPNER Uranium Mining, Processing and Nuclear Energy Review

UNSCEAR United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation

UOC uranium oxide concentrate

USG Upper Spencer Gulf
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US NRC US Nuclear Regulatory Commission

USONM United States Obligated Nuclear Material

Victorian EPA Victorian Environment Protection Authority

VOA  Voluntary Offer Agreement 

VWP vibrating wire piezometers

WANO World Association of Nuclear Operators

WCP Winninowie Conservation Park

WET whole-of-effluent toxicity

WHO World Health Organisation

WMC Western Mining Corporation Limited

WNA World Nuclear Association

WPA Woomera Prohibited Area

WQEPP (Water Quality) Environment Protection Policy

WWTP wastewater treatment plant

ZAL Andamooka Limestone

ZWA Arcoona Quartzite

ZWC Corraberra Sandstone
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