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 could potentially lead to a long-term decrease in the size of an important population of 
Ornamental Snake, resulting in a significant impact. 

 could potentially reduce the area of occupancy of an important population of Ornamental 
Snake. 

 could potentially lead to a long-term decrease in the size of an important population of 
Yakka Skin, resulting in a significant impact. 

 could potentially disrupt the breeding cycle of an important population of Yakka Skink, 
resulting in a significant impact. 

No significant impacts were determined for Koala, Squatter Pigeon or Migratory species. 

Environmental Offset Requirements 

Where significant impacts on matters of national environmental significance cannot be avoided, 
mitigated or managed, the EPBC Act Environmental Offsets Policy (DSEWPaC 2012) allows 
compensation for those impacts through the provision of appropriate environmental offsets. 

Along the entire dragline transport route the proposed impact areas that have been assessed as 
representing ‘significant impact’ in accordance with the EPBC Act Significant Impact Guidelines 
1.1 are: 

 9.7 ha of Brigalow TEC. 

 80.05 ha of “core” and “essential” habitat for Ornamental Snake. 

 99.35 ha of “core” and “essential” habitat for Yakka Skink. 

BMC advises that native vegetation located on the South Walker Creek mining leases, inclusive of 
the identified Brigalow TEC area, is not required to be offset given that BMC has pre-EPBC Act 
authorisations to clear vegetation within the South Walker Creek mining leases 4750 and 70131. 
The pre-EPBC Act authorisations date from the grants of the “surface areas” within the mining 
leases in accordance with the Queensland Mineral Resources Act 1989. In this case, the grants 
occurred in September and October 1996, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act on 16 July 
2000. The South Walker Creek mining leases 4750 and 70131 are also noted on the Environmental 
Authority EPML00712313 issued under the Queensland Environmental Protection Act 1994.  As a 
result, state offsets are not required for any native vegetation cleared on these leases. The pre-
EPBC Act authorisation only relates to the 8.5 km eastern section of the route. 

Outside of the pre-EPBC Act authorisation areas, the proposed impact areas that have been 
assessed as representing significant impacts in accordance with the Significant Impact 
Guidelines 1.1 are: 

 21.6 ha of “core” and “essential” habitat for Ornamental Snake would be cleared for the dragline 
transport route. 

 60.3 ha of “core” and “essential” habitat for Yakka Skink would be cleared for the dragline 
transport route. 

Note that there is considerable overlap of the habitat requirements for the two reptile species in that 
this portion of the route. 

The preparation of an Offset Strategy is required to identify appropriate offset measures for these 
species. 
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activities associated with the Project would not 
result in any significant impact for Migratory species 
when assessed against the significant impact 
criteria. 

6.5 ENVIRONMENTAL OFFSET REQUIREMENT 

Where significant impacts on matters of national 
environmental significance cannot be avoided, 
mitigated or managed, the EPBC Act 
Environmental Offsets Policy (DSEWPaC 2012) 
allows compensation for those impacts through the 
provision of appropriate environmental offsets. 

Along the entire dragline transport route the 
proposed impact areas that have been assessed 
as representing ‘significant impact’ in accordance 
with the EPBC Act Significant Impact Guidelines 
1.1 are: 

 9.7 ha of Brigalow TEC. 

 80.05 ha of “core” and “essential” habitat for 
Ornamental Snake. 

 99.35 ha of “core” and “essential” habitat for 
Yakka Skink.  

BMC advises that native vegetation located on the 
South Walker Creek mining leases, inclusive of the 
identified Brigalow TEC area, is not required to be 
offset given that BMC has pre-EPBC Act 
authorisations to clear vegetation within the South 
Walker Creek mining leases 4750 and 70131. The 
pre-EPBC Act authorisations date from the grants 
of the “surface areas” within the mining leases in 
accordance with the Queensland Mineral 
Resources Act 1989. In this case, the grants 
occurred in September and October 1996, prior to 
the commencement of the EPBC Act on 16 July 
2000. The South Walker Creek mining leases 4750 
and 70131 are also noted on the Environmental 
Authority EPML00712313 issued under the 
Queensland Environmental Protection Act 1994.  
As a result, state offsets are not required for any 
native vegetation cleared on these leases. The pre-
EPBC Act authorisation only relates to the 8.5 km 
section at the eastern end of the route. 

Outside of the pre-EPBC Act authorisation areas, 
the proposed impact areas that have been 
assessed as representing significant impacts in 
accordance with the Significant Impact Guidelines 
1.1 are: 

 21.6 ha of “core” and “essential” habitat for 
Ornamental Snake would be cleared for the 
dragline transport route. 

 60.3 ha of “core” and “essential” habitat for 
Yakka Skink would be cleared for the dragline 
transport route. 

Note that there is considerable overlap of the 
habitat requirements for the two reptile species in 
this portion of the route. 

The preparation of an Offset Strategy is required to 
identify appropriate offset measures for these 
species. 
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